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PREFACE. 



The foUowing Meditations are taken from '* The Hus- 
bandman's Companion : containing One Hundred Oc- 
casional Meditations, Reflections, and Ejaculations, 
especially suited to men of that employment ; direct- 
ing them how they may be heavenly minded while 
about their ordinary calling. By Edward Bury, late 
Minister of Great Bolas in Shropshire, 1677." 

In this Work the Meditations particularly adapted 
for the Garden are selected, and the title conformed to 
this alteration. Some quaint words have been ex- 
changed for others expressing the same meaning ; and 
some texts of Scripture have been added at the end 
of each Meditation. 

The following extracts from the author's EpisUe 
Dedicatory will show his design : " I conceive it is 
i«al communion with Christ, and the life of faith, that 
Quakes the soul fat and flourishing ; and I think that 
Meditation conduces as much to this as any duty what- 
soever. Prayer, I know, brings in supplies from Hea- 
ven, and so does this ; and these two usually are con- 
^mitant, and where the one is neglected the other 
IS seldMi well performed. Meditation, fike the bee, 
'etches honey both from flowers and weeds ; yea, this 
^me alcbymist extracts go\d o\x\. ol >^'5i o.'.i^^'i.^V 
'Petals. 



IV PREFACE. 

" There is no man so busy, if not sinfully emplo 
but may find some time every day to converse \ 
God, and now and then make a journey to heaven, 
view those celestial mansions prepared for those ' 
love God. There is none so dull witted, if hoi 
hearted, but may learn some profitable lessons in 
ture's school. The least worm or gnat, or leaf c 
tree, will point out God to an observant Christian. 

" That Meditation is a Christian duty, none i 
pretend to religion, or to reason itself, vnll de 
and that to meditate upon God's works as wel] 
his word, is our duty is evident. God sometimes se 
us to the ox and ass, Isa. i. 3 ; sometimes to the fo 
of heaven, the stork, the crane, and the swallow, . 
viii. 7 ; sometimes to the little ant, Prov. vi. 6 ; s 
25 ; and all to learn our duty. David learned humi 
by beholding the moon and the stars, Psa. viii. 3, 
and Christ grounds many of his excellent serm 
upon various daily occurrences, as we see in the p: 
ble of the sower and the seed, the tares of the fi* 
and the net cast into the sea ; the leaven, the must 
seed, the fruitless fig tree, and many others. W 
heavenly use doth he make of earthly things, that 
may of these earthly materials frame to ourselve 
Jacob's ladder to ascend to heaven ! for all those v 
bles will ndse us up to behold invisibles, and give i 
Pisgah sight of the heavenly Canaan, even of th 
things within the vail." 



CONTENTS. 



* 



Paffe 
MBDITATION I. 

Upon the earth •••t**..* ••..••»•••••.... 1 

MEDITATION H. 
Upon a barrel plot of ground •..•• ••.*.. i 

MBDITATION HI. 
On tbe earth bringing litNrCh weeds. •••••••••.••.. 7 

MEDITATION IV. 
Upon a buflh of thorns.... ••...«. •••.•.••• ••••• 10 

MEDITATION V. 
Upon Inids picking up the seed • •••••....»•••..••••...•.. 13 

MBDITATION VI. 
Upon plucking off the tops of weeds ....•••••...••..•• •• 17 

MBDITATION VH. 
Upon the care men take of their gardens ••.•..« • 20 

MEDITATION Vm. 
Up<m a neglected garden • • ..•••.. 23 

MEDITATION IX. 
Upcm the fading of beautiful flowers.. •..•••• ••..•• 26 

MEDITATION X. 
Upon stones in the garden ••.., • 29 

MEDTTATlOli^ XI. 

ITpoiisnestofants , •..••.•••%»..%%»*%•-»•••***"" ^^ 

9 



VI coirrtirTS. 

MIDITATKXEI Xfl. 
UponthediligMMeoflliBaali ••••••• ••••••• ••• II 

MBmTATlON XDL 
Upon tbe gorgeous dfeM of flofpm •• •••••..•••• II 

MBZnTATlON XIV. 
Upon a garden q»oilMltiifoag^ike||^ of flw tee* •• 41 

MSDITATION XV. 
Upon a nude spoiling Ifaegaiden.* •••••••• •••••• H 

MEDITATION XVL 
Upon tibe springing s^ of ihe Mad •••••«•«•••••••••••••. It i 

' MKDITATION XVH. 
Upon a suddsB dmi^ ••• •••••• •• •••• M 

mDiTATioN xvm. 

On<hetwofoIdfnBitiof agavdn ••••..••••••..•••••••• 61 

MKDITATION XIX. 

Upon the dlflfereneolietween <he varions sorts' ol tmn K B and nge* 
tables 61 

MEDITATION XX. 
Upon withering herbs and flowers m»* ••••• 67 

MBDITATION XXL 
Upon the springing of herbs after winter* •••••••• 71 

MBDITATION XXII. 
Upon a withering cluster of herbs. .••••. ...••••••••• •••••• 75 

MBDITATION XXIH. 
Upon the nnknowBTirtins of many vegetables* ••••• 79 

MBDITATION XXIV. 
^pon 0ome despised, yet useful weeds ••••••••••%%•*••«« »•• ^ 



CONTENTS. Vll 

Page 
MBDITATION XXV. 

Upon the sympathy and aotipathy of different vegetables. • ..•••• 85 

MEDITATION XXVI. 
Upon a roee among thorns ..••••....••...•••••••••••••••••.. 89 

MBDITATION XXVH. 
Upon the receiving in of the firoita ••.• •.... •..•••• 92 

MBDITATION XXVHI. 
Upon die winnowing of the seed ••• ••t***. ••••••••• 9ft 

MBDITATION XXIX. 
On tiie production of chaff firom dean seed • •••••• 99 

L MBDITATION XXX. 

I Upon a viper lurking in the grass •••• ••••0»«a«.. 103 

i MBDITATION XXXI. 
Uponthebee • 106 
MBDITATION XXXn. 
Upon many creatures seemingly dead in winter ••..■••• • 109 

MBDITATION XXXm. 
,; Upon ^singing of birds ...•• • •• 113 

MBDITATION XXXIV. 
I Upon the tones of a parrot •••••.... 117 

MBDITATION XXXV. 
Upcm binii observing their seasons of coming and returning 121 

I MEDITATION XXXVI. 

Oa the difference between a well managed and a neglected 

orchard •«.,•• VL% 

I AfBDITATIGN XXXVU. 

^ ^««^«»^<r«j»prin^in^ from a small VemeV "^"^ 



I 

I 



Vni CONTENTS. 

MEDITATION XXXVIII. 
Upon acrab tree afterwards grafted. 

MEDITATION XXXIX. 
; Upon the pruning of a tree •., 

I MEDITATION XL. 

Upon suckers in airuit tree 

:► MEDITATION XLI. 

Upon a fidr but fruitless tree .• • 



MEDITATION XLII. 
Upon an old, yet firuitfiil tree ..•• ..i 

MEDITATION XLIII. 
Upon a leafy, yet barren tree ....••...•.• 

MEDITATION XLIV. 
Upon a great tree tossed with the wind ••...... 

MEDITATION XLV. 
' Upon a tree green all the winter •• 

MEDITATION XL VI. 
On the decay of trees from neglect 

MEDITATION XL VII. 
Upon promising trees afterwards blasted 

i MEDITATION XLVIIL 
Upon fruit left on the trees after shaking 

MEDITATION XLIX. 
Upaa the many enemies which fruit txeea \w7e . . , 

MEDITATION \i. 
lfor/t/ is not a resting place ••..•%•••••• 




GARDEN MEDITATIONS. 



I. — UPON THE EARTH. 

Walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 
among other things that offered themselves to 
my consideration, I observed my mother the 
earth, out of whose womb I had my being. I 
considered how near of kin I was to those sense- 
less clods that lay under my feet ; that I was 
made of the same matter, only a little more re- 
fined and moulded up into a better form, and 
made by God a little breathing clay, and that I 
shortly must return to my first origin ; *' for dust 
thou art," saith God, *' and unto dust shalt thou 
return," Gen. iii. 19. These and the like thoughts 
had a varied operation upon my soul : sometimes 
they led me to admire the Creator, who, out of 
80 rude and undigested a mass, such coarse mate- 
rials, could make so glorious a production as the 
body of man is, and endue it with such excellent 
parte and faculties, making it a cabinet fit to hold 
that precious j e wel , the soul. \»f Wxv \ \v?A •?v.\\'" 
tie considered this, I began lo ^ox^ \\v^\.\ "^ 
fnade a man, and did not remiviv ^ sew^^^'^'^ ^ 




2 UPON THE EARTH, 

But, on the other side, when I considered n^ 
ginal, and remembered the rock whence 
hewn, and the hole of the pit whence I was di 
Isa. li. 1 ; and that 1 could say ** to corruj^ 
Thou art my father : and to the worm, Tho^ 
my mother, and my sister," Job xvii. 14 ; I, w 
was even now proud that I was a man, began 
vail my plumes, and to wonder at my own fol 
I saw there was little cause to boast of birth 
blood, of great parentage or relations. It is 
shame and sin for an angel to be proud, mu 
more for a worm of the earth. 

O my soul, bless God that thou wast made 
man, and not a clod of clay ; a rational creatu 
and not a brute beast. Thou wast clay in 
hands of this Potter, and mightest have been 
most despicable creatqre that ever dropped fir 
his fingers ; but he has made thee little lower tl 
the angels, and crowned thee with glory and 1 
nour, Psa. viU. 5. What cause, then, hast thoi 
admire thy Creator, who made thee thus to dif 
and made thee capable of communing with 1 
here, and enjoying him for ever ? But beware 
pride, that reigning condemning sin, which tun 
angek out of heaven, Adam out of paradise, j 
has since cast many thousands into hell. If e 
tempted to boast of the greatness of thy sto 
or the honour of thy progenitors, ascend as h 
as thy great progenitor, the earth; who ope; 
her womb to bear us all, and ere long will open 
mouth to receive us all, when we shall be resol 
into our Brat matter. " Then sWW \)^^ ^\i'sx\^> 
to the earth as it was : and l\va «5\t\\. ^-dJ^i' 
God who gave it," lE^c\. ^v\.T. ^^^'^ 



UPON THE EAKTH. 3 

thou hadst a more noble Father, in whose image 
thou wast made ; but this image is lost, and thou 
art become more deformed than thy mother. 

O my God, as thou hast endued me with 
more noble faculties than many other of thy crea- 
tures, that I might be better able to serve thee, 
enable me so to do ; renew thy image in me, which 
was lost by the fall, and give me thy grace, with- 
out which my condition will be worse than that 
of beasts which perish, and whose misery ends 
with their life. Where much is given, much will 
be required, Luke xii. 48. 'As thou hast made 
me a man, let me act as a rational man, and 
answer the ends of my creation. 



Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou re- 
turn, Gren. iii. 19. 

Behold, I am but dost and ashes, Gen. xviii. 
27. 

Who dwell in houses of clay, and whose foun- 
dation is in the dust, which are crushed before 
the moth ! Job iv. 19. 

Then shall the dust return to the earth as it 
was : and the spirit shall return unto God who 
gave it, Eccl. xii. 7. 

The first man is of the earth, earthy : the se- 
cond man is the Lord from heaven. — As we 
have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly, 1 Cor. xv. 47, 49. 



T« 



II. — UPON A BARREN PLOT 01 

When I perceived one plot in m^ 
ful, and another barren, and obsei 
ence between the one and the otl 
and fragrant the fruitful plot \ 
agreeable its appearance, diapered 
variously coloured flowers, beautif 
and again, how loathsome and 
other looked, where nothing appei 
and thorns, weeds, and stones, ar 
began to consider it was yet poss 
this plot into a better form, an( 
better use. Hereupon I caused tl 
cleared away, the weeds to be p] 
the stones picked out ; and, after 
and manured it, I had at length a 
able to my expectation ; for, whe 
with better seed, it brought forth t 
The unloveliness of this plot, w 
with weeds and rubbish, producec 
meditation : — I thought it striking 
a heart barren of grace and goodr 
ful of sin and wickedness ; such 
odious to God than this plot wai 
a holy humble Christian is love] 
the one is like a watered garden 
sweet savour, like a gardeiv o^ ?> 
^ — IS : the other only Wvu^^ 
the fire; all the seed sowuu^ 



UPOV A BARRIN PLOT OF GQOUND, 5 

choked with briers and thorns ; and all the rain 
that falls upon it does but make the weeds more 
rank and flourishing. '* Their vine is of the vine 
of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah: their 
grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are bitter^" 
Deut.xxxii. 32. *^ They hatch cockatrice' eggs, 
and weave the spider's web/* Isa. lix. 5. " The 
earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft 
upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them 
by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from 
God : but that which beareth thorns and briers 
is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose 
end is to be burned," Heb. vi. 7, 8. The fruit- 
ful Christian, watered by the word and Spirit, 
bringing forth a harvest of holiness, resembles 
the trees fit for food, which were not to be 
destroyed, Deut. xx. 19 ; whereas fruitless trees 
are for the fire. Matt. iii. 10. But oh, how much 
of this sterile barren ground is amongst us ! 
bow many are there who resist all the offered 
means of their recovery ; and when God expects 
frait, produce wild fruit: and yet this barren 
ground, if well manured, and if God breathe 
upon it, may prove good land. This considera- 
tion made me, with the servant in the gospel, 
cry out. Lord, spare them one year more, that I 
may dig about them, and dung them, Luke xiii. 
8, that it may not be my fault, nor laid to my 
charge, that they perish. ♦ 

O my soul, art not tliou this barren plot, 
where nothing but briers and brambles can thrive, 
where at least little good fru\l aip^^'w^'^. Q.^^^ 
Aas done much more for thee, \\eA^tii >Jcv^^ "^towvaX. 
by Lis providence, watered ihee >n\\^ vV<& ^^^ ^^ 

B 2 



6 IPON A liAUREN PLOT OF GROUND. 

lieaven, sent many of his servants to manure thee; 
whence then these tares and weeds ? was not good 
seed sown ? why hast thou not answered the great 
Husbandman's expectation ? what could God have 
done more for his vineyard, than he has done for 
thee ? Well, look to it ; if thou remain fruitless, 
ere long he will pluck up thy hedge, pluck down 
thy wall, take away thy fence, cease caring for 
thee, and turn in the wild boar to devour; he 
will lay down his basket, and take up his axe. 
Oh the patience of a long-sufFering God ! who 
has borne with thee for many years, but will ere 
long, if thou remain fruitless, pronounce the 
sentence, ** Cut him down ; why cumbereth he 
the ground," Luke xiii. 7. If this be the danger 
of barren souls, seek to be fruitful thyself, and 
do what in thee lies to make others fruitful also. 
** Herein," saith Christ, '* is my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit," John xv. 8. 

O my God, Paul may plant, and Apollos 
may water, but thou givest the increase, 1 Cor, 
iii. 6. The harp yields no sound till touched by 
the hand of the musician, and the heart will never 
be made good till thou strikest the stroke. It is 
God alone can say to dry bones. Live ; man can 
but speak to the ear, it is God must speak to the 
heart. Lord, speak home to my heart, and the 
work will be done. If means and ordinances 
would have sufficed, the work ere now would have 
been effected. Lord, leave me not to other hus- 
bandmen, for they cannot make me fruitful. O 
be tliou my Gardener, Jind my soul shall flourish; 
bluw upon thy spices, aud llicy wvVV ^vivwi W\\\^ 
^ncct savour. 



-ON THE EARTH BRINGING FORTH WEEDS. 

ERVED that it was the natural propensity of 
\n\i to bring forth briers, thorns, and weeds, 
such unprofitable productions, and that it 
nd fostered them of its own accord, without 
lelp of man ; nay, man without much la- 
and toil cannot destroy or keep them under : 
3as choice flowers, profitable herbs, wheat 
)arley, and other useful grain, spring not up 
» easy a rate; there must be pains taken, 
ng, ploughing, harrowing, settmg, sowing, 
ing, and a great deal more, or no good crop 
be expected. This observation made me 
:, that this was the fruit of the curse laid 

the earth for man's sake, '< Cursed is the 
nd for thy sake ; in sorrow shait thou eat of 

the days of thy life ; thorns also and thistles 

it bring forth to thee. In the sweat of thy 
shalt thou eat bread," Gen. iii. 17 — 19. 
us propensity also of the earth to bring forth 
s, and to starve the choicest plants, made 
hink it resembled the heart of man by na- 

which is a fruitful field for sin and folly, but 
m of any thing that is good. Evil thoughts, 
ed words, and bad actions grow naturally 
! ; but the herb of grace must b^ ^\^xAfc'^\s^ 
nger of God, and watered W\\Xv \}cv^ ^'e^ *^^ 
^, or it will not prosper. Mo^V ^^ ^'^ ^^^ 



8 ON THE EARTH 

seed sown there by the preachers of the word is 
lost, and comes to nothing ; either it falls among 
stones, or thorns, or by the highway side, and 
thus is either starved, or choked, or devoured. 
Except the heart be well manured, and the na- 
ture of the soil changed ; except it be well fenced 
and guarded, yea, watched and observed, nothing 
tiiat is good will grow there. It is not in vain 
that God bids us break up the fallow ground of 
our hearts, and ** sow not among thorns," Jer. 
iv. 3 ; Hos. x. 12. He sees it needful to plough 
deep furrows by affliction , before he can reach 
the roots of the weeds. 

O my soul, art not thou this earth lying un- 
der the curse, where nothing profitable thrives 
and prospers ? How comes it otherwise to pass, 
that thou art so prone to sin and so backward to 
obedience? vices naturally spring in thee, with* 
out help or labour, and are rank and flourishing; 
but grace thrives not without much care, if at 
all. How comes it to pass, that so much seed 
has been sown, and so little fruit appears; that 
if the devil, by temptation, sows his tares there, 
he need neither weed them nor look after them, 
the heart cherishes and nourishes them as her. 
own ; but the herb of grace is with difficulty 
reared. A good thought is hardly brought to a 
good resolution, or a good resolution to a good 
act. O my soul, see that the soil of thy heart 
be clranged, and true grace be planted there, 
and the weeds of sin rooted out, or thou art still 
un(}er the cnrse. 
O my God, rather plough me ^tvOi Wxxovi 
^^^j rut'hcr pluck and tear mc *m v\tct^ \i^ 



BRINGING FORTH WEEDS. ^ 

tion, than suffer me to be barren or useless 
id. Be thou the husbandman, and my heart 
be fruitful and yield her increase; blow 

thy garden, and the spices will send forth 
;et smell ; let the Sun of righteousness shine 

it, and the dew of heaven water it, and let 
planted by thy own hand, and fenced about, 
he wild boar of the forest may not devour it, 
t will be no longer barren. Speak the word, 
he work will be done. 



)d saw that the wickedness of man was great 
e earth, and that every imagination of the 
yhts of his heart was only evil continually, 

vi. 5. 

le imagination of man's heart is evil from his 
ii. Gen. viii. 21. 

le heart is deceitful above all things, and 
srately wicked, Jer. xvii. 9. 
jt of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mur- 

adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
)hemies, Matt. xv. 19. 
le carnal mind is enmity against God ; for 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
be, Rom, viii. 7. 

le works of the flesh are manifest, which are 
i ; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, las- 
lusness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
lations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
ings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and 

like — they which do suc\\ V\v\w^% ^-^w^iX 
it the kingdom of God, G^\. n . \^— '^\^ 



IV. UPON A BUSH OF THORNS. 

Observing a bush of thorns springing up in a 
place where 1 expected better fruit, I caused 
them to be taken up and put into a gap, where a 
fence was wanting for the securing the garden, 
and the preserving the herbs and flowers from 5 
damage and detriment : this occasioned the fol- 
lowing meditation. I thought, as these, being 
fruits of the curse, spring up of their own accord 
without labour or toil ; so do sin and corruption 
naturally spring up in the soul without any 
pains : and as the earth owns these, so does the 
heart own sin as its own proper product : Grod 
cursed the earth for man's sake, Gen. iii. 17, ^ 
18, and thorns and thistles it has ever since | 
brought forth. This made me consider how faith- | 
ful God is in the execution of his threats as well 
as of his promises ; and of how dangerous a na- 
ture sin is, which produces such effects. I con- 
sidered also, that as some use was made of thorns 
for the defence of better fruit, so does the wise 
God make some use of wicked men for the good 
of his people. Sometimes he uses them to scour 
off their rust, and make them brighter, whereby 
they often sully themselves, and when their work 
is done are turned off: sometimes they are his rod 
to afflict his saints; " O Ass^tVaxi, vW io^V. ^^ 
w/'/jc auger/' Jsa. x. 5; but w\\eu \\\e e\\v\^ \?i 



UPON A BUSH OF THORNS. II 

reformed, the rod is burned: and sometimes lie 
has made them a defence for his church ; '* The 
earth helped the woman, and swallowed up the 
flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth," 
Rev. xii. 16. An example of this we have in 
David, when he was in great distress, compassed 
about by Saul, on this side the mountain and 
on that side the mountain, in imminent danger, 
ready, like a trembling partridge, to have fallen 
into the hands of the greedy falcon ; a messenger 
came to Saul, saying, " The Phihstines have in- 
vaded the land ;" and he withdrew his army and 
departed, 1 Sam. xxiii. 26 — 28. These Phihstines 
were but thorns, yet were they a defence to Da- 
yid and his followers, and God at last will deal 
with wicked men as with thorns, reserve them 
for the fire ; for what good they do to the godly is 
for ends of their own, and not for their sakes. 
The Philistines minded not David's good ; nor the 
king of Assyria, God's people's reformation ; nor 
Haman, Mordecai's and the Jews' advancement. 
O my soul, can God turn a curse into a bless- 
ing, and can he bring good out of evil, and of 
these thorns make a fence for better fruit ? admire 
his wisdom, and bless his name. Has he done 
thee good by these thorns, whose nature were to 

!do hurt? bless him for it; he might have made 
thee the thorn, and for the present have stopped 
; a gap with thee, and reserved thee to everlasting 
burning : if he has grafted thee into a better stock, 
4 and thou bringest forth better fruit, no thanks 
to thee. And if thou seest any as yet retaining 
their old natures, despair not of l\\^\t \ec<^N^\^\ 
} God may make better use of llaetu ; ^. \v^\%^^>^v>xv' 
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Saul may become a preaching Paul, and a wicked 
Manasseli a true convert; or he may make them 
otherwise serviceable to his people. Be not there- 
fore like the disciples who would have rashly 
called for fire from heaven on the inhospitable 
Samaritans ; it is thy wisdom rather to see thou 
be not of that number, or otherwise thou wilt 
be reserved for the same condemnation. 

O my God, such as theseM was, and such I 
had been hadst thou not made the difference; 
and too much of that nature remains in me to 
this day. Oh that thou wouldst thoroughly 
change me ! plant me into that noble vine, that 
I may bring forth better fruit; yea, purge me, 
that I may bring forth more fruit. 



Deliver my soul from the wicked, — which are 
thy hand, Psa. xvii. 13, 14. 

Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee, 
Psa. Ixxvi. 10. 

The Lord saith of Cyrus, He is my shep- 
herd, and shall perform all my pleasure. — Thus 
saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose 
right hand I have holden, to subdue nations 
before him. — For Jacob my servant's sake, and 
Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy 
name : I have surnamed thee, though thou hast 
not known me. I am the Lord, and there is none 
else, tliere is no God beside me : I girded thee, 
though thou hast not known me, Isa. xliv. 28 ; 
xlv. \, 4, 5. 



1 
I 



V. — UPON BIRDS PICKING UP THE SEED. 

When I had sown my seed in the garden, and 
perceived that what lay uncovered was made a 
prey to the fowls of the air, this brought to my 
mind our Saviour's parable of the sower, Matt, 
xiii. wherein he discovers the reason why, though 
so much seed be sown, so little fruit appears. 
The fault is not in the seed, for that is good, 
the good wotd of God, though sometimes the 
snemy may mix tares with it. Neither is the 
fault always in the sower, though sometimes it 
nay be ; for the most part it lies in the ground, 
n the heart, where the seed should be enter- 
ained; we find here there was but one-fourth 
)art good ; and oh, that the one- tenth part 
>f those that hear the word were really such. 
)Oine of the ground was highway ground, not 
itted and prepared for a crop, never ploughed 
leap enough ; the seed indeed was sown upon 
t, bot never in it ; it was never covered or har- 
owed by meditation, and therefore remained 
iable to be picked up by the wicked one, who 
dll be one at church whoever is absent. Some 
ve find was sown in stony places, where it had 
ittle earth, and less root : and thus many rejoice 
» hear the word at first, and havfe %oxaft. %w3^^^w 
^presshns of goodness ; but tVie lOOX. o^ \)cv«k x&aX- 
'js not in them, and therefore l\\e VKV^\^^^^«^' 
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wither away. Some seed was sown 
thorns, and these sprung up, and cho 
the cares of the world, and the deceit fi 
riches are such thorns. And there was bu 
good ground, and that also brought f( 
riously, some an hundred, some sixty, ai 
thirty fold. Every man cannot excel : w 
strive after the highest pitch of godlin 
not content ourselves with a low frame o 
but not despair, though we fall short of 
accounts it good ground that brings fc 
good fruit to maturity. This consi 
made me reflect upon my own conditi 
call myself to an account what sort of gr 
heart was, since so much seed had be< 
and so little fruit appeared. 

O my soul, how comes it thus to p? 
thou art barren and unfruitful ? how coi 
pass, the seed is lost after so much labov 
and care ; so much manuring and cult 
What could God have done more for th< 
way of means, than he hath done? W 
bringest thou forth wild grapes ? Art i 
the highway ground ? and has not Satj 
ened thy heart, that it is become sermc 
and ordinance-proof? and does he not 
the seed which lies loose upon it, anc 
covered by meditation ? Art not thou a 
hearer? and how can that fructify tha 
stolen away ? Or was the seed not sow 
stones? no wonder if fruit appear not, 
root cannot be had. Trust not to ever^ 
of the affections, Herod beard 3o\\x 
g-Iadly, Mark vi. 20, and re^otnved tc\^^ 
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the atone of the heart be not removed, 
heart of flesh given tbee, how can corn be 
ted upon a rock that was never softened, 
led, or made fruitful ? or was it not sown 
I thorns ? didst tliou not suffer the thoughts, 
ires, the fears of the world, or the love, 
of, or delight in riches, to choke it ? 
the heart brings forth such fruits, the 
cannot prosper. O my soul, if this be thy 
beware of it, and prepare thy heart to 
e the seed, and harrow it in by meditation, 
good will meat do, if not eaten and di- 
l ? or the word, if not sent home to the con- 
ic, and reduced into practice? Empty thy 
of all distrustful cares and fears, break up 
allow ground of thy heart, and sow not 
g thorns. 

my God, if thou be not the husband* 
there will be no good crop ; if thou direct 
the plough, there will be no good fur- 
if thou bless not the seed and the la- 
all is in vain ; Paul may plant and Apollos 
*, but God gives the increase, 1 Cor. iii. 6. 
3d set not a hand to the work, according 
e saying of the Reformer, ** Old Adam will 
30 hard for young Melancthon," and the 
will thrive better than the good seed ; 
can but speak to the ear, God can speak 
le heart. No medicine can heal, if God 
3t the physician. No food can nourish, if 
be not the nurse. Lord, reach my heart, 
my wounds, remove my di&lemY«i^> %.\w<;jV^ 
oul of froth and vanity, vWx. \Xvfc ^"^'^^ 
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of life may be received. Say to my ears, " Eph- 
pliatha, i3e opened," Mark vii. 34, and they 
will bear; and to my heart. Be soft, and it 
will be done ; say to these dry bones. Live, Ezeki 
xxxvii. 4, .5. Take my stony heart into thy fur- 
nace, or what good will it do to preach to a stone! 
all the water that falls upon it will be spilt, and 
all the means of grace lost. Lord, speak the 
word, and it will be done ; command my heart, 
and it will obey. 



Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock : and the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house ; and it fell not: 
for it was founded upon a rock. And every one 
that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, 
which built his house upon the sand : and the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house ; and it 
fell : and great was the fall of it, Matt* vii. 
24—27. 

Take heed how ye hear, Luke viii. 18. 

We ought to give the more earnest heed to the 
thin2:s which we have heard, lest at any time we 
should let them slip, Heb. ii. 1. 

Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves, James i. 22. 



^ VI.— UPON PLUCKING OFF TIJE TOPS OF WEEDS. 

r 

Iir a dry season, when the bottles of heaven 
were stopped, and showers withheld from the 
earth, so that it was parched and dry, I observed 
some persons, who could not easily pluck up the 
roots of weeds, tearing off their heads, which, 
when they had done, the garden seemed pleasant 
to the beholders, and gave content for a while to 
its owners, who imagined there had been a 
thorough reformation ; but not long after, when 
a shower of rain distilled upon it, the cheat ap- 
peared, the weeds sprung up as fresh and flou* 
rishing as before, yea, like the hydra, with more 
beads than at first, thus evincing how partial 
the reformation was. This observation afforded 
the following meditation : I thought it much re- 
sembled a partial reformation in the soul, when 
men begin their amendment at the wrong end, or 
take a wrong course to kill the tree of sin, break- 
ing off a few outward enormities, but leaving the 
depravity of the heart alone. As might be anti- 
cipated, this, when it is watered with Satan's 
temptations and the world's allurements, and 
animated with fit occasions and suitable oppor- 
tunities, springs forth afresh, it may be, with more 
virulence than before, and tVwis *\\. «?^^^\^ ^"^^X. 
even the sins no longer visftAe vjexe woV V^<^^, 
fut laid aside. An evident exam^Xe "»«fe Vvt^ ^ 

c2 



XVI. — UPON THE SPRINGING UP OF THE 

When I had digged the garden and sov 
seed, after a time I observed the springinj 
up ; and I then observed how fresh and 6 
that looked which a little before seemed de 
rotten among the clods. This reminded 
the mighty power of God, which could of 
seed, seemingly dead, and buried in the 
raise up so flourishing an herb or flower, ei 
with such beauty and excellent virtue; ; 
great, so mighty a tree. I considered ho^ 
I did or could contribute to them : I on 
posed them where I would have them 
but no skill, nor art, nor labour, nor in 
of mine could make them grow. It i 
alone must do the work, or it will i 
done; it is he that gives to every se 
own body, and puts life into that whicl 
no life : all the skill, industry, and pains 
the husbandman can use, cannot make on 
fructify, or one corn grow, if God succe 
his endeavours. Oh the madness, stu 
and egregious folly of atheists, who deny a 
and yet cannot make a fly or worm, or tl 
of a tree, without pre-existent matter, n 
life into it when it is made, nor know ho 
done f but the lives of many o^ lYietcv, ^i^ 
bauched, that to still and quvet VJtvevt 
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and my own deceitful heart will beguile me. 
Let me not strive in my own strength, nor fail 
of thine assisting grace. Rather cast me into 
the furnace, than suffer my corruption and dross 
to remain in me ; and rather plough deeper fur- 
rows by affliction, than suffer the roots df the 
weeds to remain in my heart. Turn me, O Lord, 
and I shall be turned ; convert me, and I shall 
be converted ; let me not take up with a partial 
reformation, and let nothing less than the death 
of sin give me content. 



' Make the tree good, and his fruit good. Matt, 
xii. 33. 

Cleanse first that which is within the cup and 
platter, that the outside of them may be clean 
also. Matt, xxiii. 26. 

Dotb a fountain send forth at the same place 
sweet water and bitter? Can the fig tree, my 
brethren, bear olive berries ? either a vine, figs ? 
80 can no fountain both yield salt water and 
fresh. Who is a wise man and endued with 
knowledge among you ? let him shew out of a 
gdod conversation his works with meekness of 
wisdom, James iii. 11 — 13. 

Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify 
your hearts, ye double-minded, James iv. 8. 
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which he opens for our profit, and causes 1 
to pour out their influences upon the earth, 
thereby he scatters his riches through the w 
If we will fret and care about the event of th 
when we have done our endeavour, no wo 
if we faint under the burden ; if we tak< 
part of the work upon us also, no wonder i 
sink under it. Now, if his blessing be so m 
sary in temporals, much more necessary is 
spirituals, for none can make the soul fru 
but God. Do we not often see the seed whi 
sown by the same hand, and watered by the i 
word, thrive in one field, and not in anothei 
one heart, and not in another? Why? 
causeth it to rain upon one field, and not i 
another ; and the field it raineth not on, wit 
Amos iv. 7. Of those who live under the i 
ministry, sit in the same seat, and enjoy the { 
culture, one remains barren, the other bec< 
fruitful. What is the cause? What, but 
north wind, and the south wind? the pies 
gales of the Spirit blow upon one garden, am 
upon the other? Cant. iv. 16. When Christ 
the preacher, that which worked upon 1 
worked not upon Judas, not being made e 
tual by God. 

The springing of the seed also put m 
mind of the resurrection. The apostle, we 
illustrates that astonishing change by this s 
litude ; " But some will say, How are the 
raised up? and with what body do they cc 
T/jou fool, that which thou sowest is not qi 
ened, except it die : and thaX. vi\\\c\v Ocvow^c 
t/jou sowest not that body that sVva\\\ie,^iv 



. 
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thorns and thistles in the other;— I have often 
wondered that thoi^ who are such good husbands 
for the body, should be such bad husbands for 
the soul ; and those who take so much pains for 
a little imaginary pleasure here, should altogether 
neglect the true pleasures and everlasting joys 
at the right hand of God hereafter. Oh the stu- 
pendous folly of men, to prefer pebbles before 
pearls, and gold before grace, and a handful of 
lowers before a heartful of holiness, and the 
shadow before the substance, and earth before 
heaven, and a garden before paradise. Well, 
however they act now, the time is coming when 
they will ^nd theur mistake, and change their 
judgment; when grace will be accounted the 
-choicest . flower, and holiness prove the best 
fashion. 

O my soul, art thou not guilty thyself of those 
sins which thou so sharply chargest upon others? 
Hast not thou thyself been more prodigal of thy 
pains, thy time, thy cost, for mere trifles, than 
■ever thou hast been about thy greater concerns ? 
And is any man's folly more conspicuous than 
thy own ? Hast thou not had thine ears open to 
the bewitching syren songs of pleasure, and been 
moire charmed with earthly sensual delight than 
with communion with God in his worship and 
service ? When the world has smiled upon thee, 
how unwilling hast thou been to die and to be 
with God ! and hast laid out thyself, thy strength, 
thy time, too much for earthly enjoyments, to 
the neglect of heavenly riches. Pluck, then^the 
beam out of thine own eye befot^ xXvow. \^\sv<iN'i x^'^ 
mote of thy brother ; get ih^ ^.feeUotvsi* n^<k\^^ 
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from the world, aotl tby eye fixed upon b 
riches and more enduring pleaiares, lest 
give thee these for thy portion; and what 
wilt thou do in the latter end ? 

my God, what shall I say to thee? 
shall I answer thee? my iniquity is found 
this day to be hateful. Had 1 spent but my 
for spiritual advantages, which I have prodi 
wasted for very trifleB, it might have been i 
better with me; had I planted and sowed 
more fruitful field, 1 might have had a b 
crop. Lord, wean me from the love of ci 
delights, though it be with the gall and w 
wood of afflictions, and suffer me not to si 
on the world's dainties, nor kave me to my 
will, lest 1 nndo myself; feed me with food 
venient, and it sufficeth me. 



Keep thy heart with all diligence, (ma 
above ail keeping,) Prov. iv. 23. 
Take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul 

gently, lest thou foi^t the things which I 
eyes have seen, and lest they depart from 
heart all the days of thy life, X>eut. iv. 9. 

Martha, Martha, thou art careful and trou 
about many things: but one thing Js nee< 
Lukex. 41,42. 

Keep yourselves from idols, I John v. 21. 

Keep yourselves in the love of God, Jude 

Walch and pray, that ye enter not into tei 
ution. Matt. XAvi.'4l. 



VIII. UPON A NEGLECTED GARDEN. 

Whsn I saw by experience how soon a neglected 
gaiden loses its form and beauty, and comes to 
be a rude unsightly heap, grown over with weeds 
and nettles, and infested with noxious reptiles; 
the wall broken down, the fence decayed ; beasts 
aod swine making a prey of it, — the one tearing 
off the tops, the other digging up the roots of 
the tender plants ; the herbs and flowers dying, 
withering, or decaying, choked by the weeds, or 
starved for want of nourishment ; nothing flou- 
rishing but weeds, and the whole appearing more 
like a wilderness than a garden : this sight 
brought to my mind the state of the poor soul, 
when it is neglected and not heedfully observed. 
All then runs to ruin, and tends to confusion; 
corruption and sin get the upper hand, and grace 
is kept under; the fence is let down, the watch is 
ne^ected, and the devil, that wild boar of the 
forest, destroys the tender vines, roots up every 
good inclination, spoils every good intention and 
resolution, and lays all waste. How many have I 
known y who, when they have been under good 
masters, good parents, good ministers, have been 
very hopeful and towardly, and were likely to be^- 
come good instruments in the ctvwteVi -fat Ci^'^^ 
glory, if not pillars in the \\ou^e o^ Cio^\ ^V^'^ 
they received ^ncouragemexil *m t^W^v^w?^ ^o>v«wk 
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the flowers of grace seemed to flounsli, g 
sires and resolutions to bud fortb, and pi 
parts gave hopes of future increase. B 
they had changed their habitations or th 
pany, and were lefl either to tliemselves 
careless of them, they soon grew loose ! 
thenish, and given to sensuaUty. in 
time they lost that which they seemed i 
and their souls looked no more like a 
garden, but a barren wilderness; and i 
which religious education had erectet 
broken down, the stream ran more violei 
my soul, is not this in part thy cas 
there not sensible decays of love in thee ? 
thy zeal for God abated, and thy courai 
cause decayed ? Are not thy graces cho 
weeds? Where is the kindness of th; 
and the love of thy espousals, when tl 
after God in the wilderness? Hast tt 
with the church of Ephesus, lost thy fi 
Rev. ii. 4. Dost thou not grow more stra 
thy God, and does not God grow more 
with thee ? Where is that heart and 
which did appear in thee? that life anc 
in his service? Has not the cooling 
the world abated this, and thou beginnf 
as the world calls it, more moderate ; or 
calls it, more lukewarm ; the weeds of ^ 
to overtop the herb of grace ? Do n 
grow rank and flourishing, while grai 
weak and feeble ? Grace, like the housi 
grows weaker and weaker; when sin, 
/loiise of David, g-athers slrengl\\. "^e 
betimes; if thou grow lukewarm, Got 
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thee out of his mouth ; if thou bear wild grapes, 
he will pluck down thy fence, and lay thee waste ; 
if thou art barren, he will cut thee down, and 
cast thee into the fire. 

my God, without thy assistance I shall bring 
forth no fruit ; or worse than none, wild grapes, 
grapes of sin and disobedience. The weeds of 
sins, and the thorns of cares, will suffer no good 
herb nor flower to flourish. Oh pluck up those 
weeds, keep under those thorns, and make up 
those decays in this thy garden ; let the north 
tvind and tne south '* blow upon my garden, that 
the spices thereof may flow out," Cant. iv. 16, 
that I may be serviceable to thee, and profitable 
to man ; let my fruits be ripened, my graces ad- 
vanced, by the breathing of the Holy Ghost : then 
shall I serve thee with thy own, and give thee 
of thy own, 1 Chron. xxix. 14. 



Take diligent heed to do the commandment 
and the law— to love the Lord your God, and to 
walk in all his ways, and to keep his command- 
ments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve him 
with all your heart and with all your soul, Josh. 
xxii. 5. 

Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts 
diliGcently, Psa. cxix. 4. 

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation, Heb. ii. 3. 

Be diligent that ye may be found of him in 
peace, without spot, and b\^m^V^^%^ ^ ^^\./\\v 
14. 
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use, and all the sowing, planting, and manu 
would signify little : the soul, under those ei 
ments, would be like the heath of the desert, 
sees not when good comes, Jer. xvii. 6. 1 
cause then have we to depend upon God fo: 
one and for the other. 

O my soul, are thy endeavours crossed, an( 
labour lost? Learn to depend upon God fo 
time to come ; concern not thyself overmuc 
the world. If it smile upon thee, let it not 
away thy affection : if it frown on thee, b( 
troubled at it ; for these things are at the 
posal of thy Father, and he minds thy good, 
diligence and providence, because they are < 
manded duties ; but beware of murmuring 
repining, because they are forbidden sins. \ 
thou hast gone as far as thou canst, leave 
success to God, and whatever the issue be, 
quiesce in his will. If thy endeavours be bla 
think it was best they should be so, because 
thought thus ; if he succeed them, bless ] 
if he cross them, bless him also ; '^ The ! 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away," saith ^ 
*^ blessed be the name of the Lord,'' Job i, 
Seek not great things in the world ; expec 
more than God hath promised, lest if the) 
short of expectation, tho^ be discouraged, 
thou neither poverty nor riches, but food 
venient ; this was Agur's petition, Prov. xx: 
Hast thou food and raiment? the apostle 
therewith content, 1 Tim. vi. 8. On the c 
/fanc/j, in respect to the soul, thou must not 
i{P with a small portion, but \about ^S\.e.i 
Jjj'^hest pitch of godliness, and \>e as eo^ 
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is bones full of marrow; and to- mono w 
seizes upon him, and the worm sweetly 
upon him, Job xxiv. 20; they are cut 
as the orrass, and wither as the flower 
\ field, Psa. xxxvii. 2. How frequently 
)cripture compare man to grass, and to a 
flower? *' AU flesh is grass, and all the 
ness thereof is as the flower of the field : 
ass withereth, the flower fadeth: because 
pirit of the Lord bloweth upon it : surely 
ople is grass," Isa. xL 6, 7. " When the 
1 spring as the grass, and when all the 
rs of iniquity do flourish; it is that they 
le destroyed for ever," Psa. xcii. 7. And 
1 is thus frail and transitory, so are all sub- 
' things ; there is no stability iu them, 
ire like the moon, erery day showing a new 
now waxing, now waning : or like the sea, 
mes ebbing, sometimes flowing; now a 
a, and a few hours after low water. Often 
.y see men flourish like green bay-trees, and 
ily taken away ; now in the height of ho- 
and suddenly in the gulf of disgrace ; now 
hing in riches, and quickly pinched with 
y. As it respects beauty, those that have 
gloried in it, in a short time by a disease 
»ecome deformed. As to friends, those that 
>-day, often hate to-morrow : and the like 
ly say of all earthly enjoyments, 
ly soul, if earthly deliglits, how pleasing so- 
36 so fading and transitory, here thou seest 
Ily in spending" so much ol \\vj Vvkv^ ^\A 's*^- 
? on them. Beauty \a bxil ^Vaxv ^^^v*^"^^ 
he frost of sickness, ot \Vve Vvcv^ o'l ^ 
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age comes, it withers. Riches are no surer, 1 
make themselves wings, and fly away, P 
xxiii. 5. Strength will decay, and Samson h 
self cannot grapple with death. Honour is 
emptiest of bubbles ; and he that this day is 
cending the highest round of the ladder of } 
motion, may suddenly fall, as Haman did. 
there is a beauty which will never fade ; p:race 
holiness will never change colour. There 
riches which will be certain, laid up wl 
neither rust corrupts, nor thieves can steal 
plunder; there are honours which will last 
eternity ; pleasures at God's right hand i 
never shall have an end ; there is meat that 
risheth not, but endures to eternal life. Sp 
not thy time in seeking after tliese gilded 
things and painted vanities. 

O my God, bestow those things upon me 
will do me good : garments that will adorn 
and make me beautiful in the eyes of God 
good men ; food which will nourish my soul ; 
riches that will make me rich indeed ; put 
not off with such trifles as the world affords ; 
riches of Christ, the jewels of grace, the cr 
of glory, are worth wishing for, working for, 
faring for, striving, fighting, yea, dying for, w 
other things are not worth half the pains wl 
usually are spent upon them. Lord, no por 
but thyself will satisfy ; no pleasures will pie 
but those at thy right hand. Lord, give me th 
though thou take from me all the rest. 



' TJje fashion of this wor\cV p^s^^V^v ^>n^ 
Oor, vii. 31. 



X, — OPON STONES IN THE GARDEN. 

I 

r 

r Observing in the garden many stones mixed 

\, with other soil, and considering; how fruitless and 
unprofitable they were; that though they had 
the same husbandry bestowed upon them, the 
tame sun to shine' upon them, and were watered 
with the same showers, yet they were in no de* 
gree better, softer, or more pliable ; still they re*^ 
mained stones, fruitless and unprofitable: yea, 

» though I broke them in pieces, I could not mol^ 
lify them, or make them fruitful ; neither axe nor 
hammer, fire nor water, could change their na« 
ture ; neither fair means nor foul, the summer's 
sun nor winter's frost, could change them; 
they were still the same. This observation led 
me to the ensumg meditation. It brought to my 
mind the nature of an unrenewed heart. Oh how 
strikingly does a stone represent this to us ! The 
unrenewed heart is of the nature of a stone : mer<» 
cies cannot melt it, judgments cannot break it; 
good seed sown in it brings nothing to perfection, 
neither can it take any deep root, as we see in 
the parable of the stony ground. This ground, 
though ever so carefully husbanded, even by 
Christ himself, the wisest Husbandman, yet brings 

I no fruit to maturity. I have &om%Xva\^^ n^wjw- 
dered how wicked men cou\d ivVwtk^^t \i^^ ^viv*- 
erfuJ weans of grace and tnmisU^ oS^ nXv^ ^^^' 
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and listen to the terrors of the Lord, and yet 
ver startle. The sins which their conscien 
know they are deeply guilty of, are again £ 
again condemned to hell, and it is proved t 
those who live in such sins shall never go to h 
ven ; even the chapters and verses are alleg 
where God doth sentence such sinners to h 
and exclude them out of heaven ; yet they 
main as insensible as the seats they sit on. 
the other side, the melting promises of the g 
pel, and the offer of God, and Christ, and h 
ven, and everlasting glory and happiness, ms 
not so deep an impression upon a man 
would the offer of one shilling, nay of one pen: 
Does not this plainly prove, that these me 
hearts are senseless stones? Now as it is 
nature of some stones that fire will not n 
them, water will not soften them, nothing ^ 
mollify them; so it is of wicked men, neit 
mercies nor judgments will work upon th( 
Pharaoh was such a stone ; nothing would W( 
upon him: after all the judgments executed 
him, his heart continued obdurate still. 

O my soul, this was thy case, this was i 
condition by nature ; out of the same rock w 
thou hewn, and out of the same hole of the 
wast thou digged. Thy heart was as hard as 
nether mill-stone, and resembled the flinty ro 
that could neither bend nor bow, and was 
insensible to spiritual things as the stones in 
street : much water has been spilt upon this ro 
which could not he gathered up again; mt 
3 melting sermon thou hasl A^e^id, ^xv^ "S 
remained stone still. How is l\\e cvxse ^V ^x^ 

1 
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with thee ? What is thy present condition ? Has 
Qod melted thee in his furnace ? has he changed 
thy nature ? has he fashioned thee anew, and 
noulded thee into a better shape, and given thee 
I better form ? hsk he taken away the heart of 
stone, and given thee a heart of flesh ? has he 
iitted thee for his own work ; and hewn and 
K|uared thee for his own building, to be united 
Lo Jesus Christ the chief Corner-stone ? If so, 
bless God for it, for it was his own work. But if 
thou retain still thy old inflexible nature, as hard 
ind senseless as ever, as rough and craggy, not- 
ivithstanding all the pains God has bestowed 
jpon thee, well mayest thou fear thou wilt be 
:ast out, as unfit for Grod's use, and reserved for 
:he fire of hell. 

O my God, great pains and cost thou hast 
^en at with me, but I have not answered thy 
pains, nor thy cost; I remain still rough and 
liard, notwithstanding all the blows of thy work- 
men. But, Lord, if thou wouldst blow the fire, I 
should melt ; if thou wouldst lay thy hand upon 
the workman's axe, I should be squared and fitted 
for the work. Lord, rather lay great blows upon 
(ne, than suffer me to be unpolished or cast out ; 
take away the heart of stone, give me a heart of 
9esh, that I may melt at thy mercies, and tremble 
U thy judgments. 



God is able of stones to raise up children unto 
A.braham, Matt. iii. 9. 

To day if ye will hear \v\s NCkXe^^Nvsyx^^^x^^*^ 
jur hearts, Heb. iii. 16. 



XI. — UPON A NEST OF ANTS. 

Finding in the garden a heap of ants at the root 
of a tree, which 1 looked upon as no friends, but 
enemies to an orchard, I disturbed them with 
my foot, ami they soon took the alarm. I 
then took notice how these industrious crea- 
tures behaved themselves when thus disturbed : 
they were all in confusion ; some ran this way, 
and some that, and no one knew where, or how 
to settle ; and yet I observed every one laying 
hold of something, and getting some burden upon 
his back, though it knew not where to bear it. 

The confused stir which thus happened among 
these little insects, represented to me the con- 
fusion which is abroad in the world, wherein are 
millions of men ; every one driving on some par- 
ticular design, though they go various ways to 
work : some pursue after riches, some honours, 
and some pleasures, and yet agree not on the 
means to attain their end. Those that aim at 
riches, tread not all in the same steps. Some go 
a more plain way than others do, and by labo- 
rious toiling, care, and pains, seek to acquire; 
these are no one's foes but their own, which they 
become by spending so much time on their tern- 
poral interests y that they ne^Y^ex vVi^vt ^te«Lt£r 
concerns. Others, by mote8ubV.\eV>\\\.\fe«&\\wi«ix 
expedients, labour to overTeacl:\ \\ve\t ^e\^c^>xtv. 
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they make haste to be rich, but cannot be innocent; 
these ofttimes, bring a coal with them, which 
fires their own nests: ill gotten goods seldom 
prosper, and the third heir seldom enjoys them. 
Some in the pursuit of honour take the way of 
virtue, and seek distinction by desert; but these 
are few : the greater number endeavour to ascend 
the steps of promotion by fawning, and flattery, 
and such indirect courses ; but though these are 
the most numerous, yet ofttimes they fall ere 
they come to the top of the ladder, and are 
always treading in slippery places: the former 
way, though most painful, is the surest and safest; 
for honour follows virtue, as the shadow doth 
the substance. Others that pursue pleasure differ 
also; some seek after more innocent delights; 
others esteem no fruit worth enjoying, but what 
is forbidden, and desperately pursue such plea- 
sures as perish in the using; '* and the end of 
that mirth is heaviness,'' Prov. xiv. 13. In a 
ivord, some are building castles in the air, and 
aever live to finish them ; others are getting goods, 
etnd know not who shall enjoy them : some are 
^thering together by means lawful and unlawful ; 
aind others are scattering abroad what is thus 
^thered, and soon spend all : some are pro- 
mising themselves content if they had a lordship, 
others if they had a dukedom, and some if they 
had a kingdom; all which, if attained, brings 
them no nearer satisfaction than before. And 
thus there is a confused tumult in the world, 
every man driving on his ovin d^^\^w5j»^^w\^^^ 
ill the while tacitly caxfjiug oxi \vva»> ^^^"^^^^^ 
uite coatrary to theirs. 
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O my soul, lose not thyself, thy ] 
precious time, as many do, in seeking t 
'world which no man was ever yet ab 
there — content, satisfaction, and li 
these are not sown in the furrows of 
and therefore are not to be found in 
and barns. Content grows not in nature 
and those that seek happiness beneatl 
are mistaken; the enjoyment of God i 
our complete happiness, and nothing 
give the soul content, let the world si 
will to the contrary : anxious cares, an 
fears, and jealousies about earthly en 
are so far from being the way to it, 
choke the word which is the means tc 
The riches, honours and pleasures t 
affords, bear no more proportion to tn 
true pleasures, and true honours, tha 
fire on the wall to true fire, or a kin 
stage to a king upon the throne ; they 
an empty name and notion : those th 
them will find their mistake, and that 
not wortli their time, and pains, and c 
God and Christ, and heaven and glory, 
our labour ; we cannot buy this gold t( 

O my God, this has been my foil} 

after these shadows, and neglect the r; 

a crown of glory was to be the prize 

own soul lay at stake. I liave laid 

money for that which is not bread, a 

hour for that which satisfieth not, Isa. 

/fare been one of these busy creatures, 

^ade a great and confused bv\s\\e \tv 

to little purpose. Help me nov; Vo vKii^ 
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to thy service, and give up not only my name, 
bnt my heart to Christ : then may I expect a 
better reward than the world hath given me, 
and better happiness than the creatures can 
afford. 



Barely every man walketh in a vain shew: 
surely they are disquieted in vain : he heapeth 
up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather 
them, Psa. xxxix. 6. 

I have seen all the works that are done under 
the sun ; and, behold, all is vanity and vexation 
of spirit, Eccl. i. 14. 

liiy not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal : but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through nor steal : for where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also. — But 
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righte- 
ousness ; and all these things shall be added 
unto you. Matt. vi. 19 — 21, 33. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me ; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart : and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and mv burden 
is light, Matt. xi. 28—30. 



XII. UPON THE DILIGENCE OF THE ANTS. 

Upon the former occasion, when I had, as before 
mentioned, disturbed the ants and put them 
into a confusion, I observed what would be the 
issue, and saw, when the present fear and amaze- 
ment was a little over which put them into thai 
disorder, they unanimously applied themselves t( 
rectify what I had disordered with my foot, and t( 
repair the breaches I had made in their strong- 
hold, every one laying hold of something, am 
carrying it to the common heap. 

The diligence and industry of these creature 
brought to my mind the counsel of Solomon to thi 
sluggard ; and oh that I could speak it lou( 
enough to myself and others that are guilty ; " G( 
to the ant, thou sluggard ; consider her ways, an( 
be wise : which having no guide, overseer, or rulei 
provideth her meat in the summer, and gather 
eth her food in the harvest," Prov. vi. 6 — 8 
Naturalists and others have written much of tb 
contrivance of these insects, that they not onl 
gather their store, but also draw it forth, sa 
some, in the sun-shine, to dry it, and keep i 
from putrefaction. O man, how art thou de 
generated, that wast made but a little lowe 
than the angels, and wast endued with reason t 
ru/e these inferior creatures; 2Lud ^elTio^ tkxx 
be sent to learn wisdom, not ot\\^ kom Ocv^ 
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and the ass, Isa. i. 3 ; not only from the stork, 
the turtle, the crane, and the swallow, Jer. 
viii. 7 ; but down to the lowest form, the smallest 
insects, the most despicable of all others : these, 
by an instinct of nature, gather their food in sum- 
mer for winter ; and shall man, who has reason 
with which to foresee danger, be careless ? Alas, 
too many, as if they had forgotten that the Saviour 
had said, ** One thing is needful," Luke x. 4%^' 
live carelessly, and take no account of futurity. 
They are like the foolish virgins, they seek not for 
oil till their lamps are out, and the bridegroom 
be come ; or, like the wicked servant, bury their 
talents in a napkin. 

. O my soul, thou hast a lesson for thy instruc- 
tion, an example for thy imitation ; these little, 
yet diligent creatures justly reprove thee for 
sloth and negligence. Many of thy years are 
past, and little of thy work is done ; thou hast 
been playing in the dust, and though called, 
neglected to come home to thy father's house ; 
thou hast trifled out the morning, and now '' the 
shadows of the evening are stretched out," Jer. 
^i. 4, and the day far spent. Beware of idleness ; 
this will leave thee short of heaven : double thy 
diligence, and amend thy pace ; '* give diligence 
to make thy calling and election sure," 2 Pet. 
i. 10. Be diligent in God's work, that when the 
enemy comes to tempt, he may find thee well 
employed ; when Christ comes to judge thee, he 
may not find thee idle ; when death comes to 
call, thou majest be read^ ; vjYiew >5cifc. ^\\\^- 
rroom comes, thou mayest havt oA vcv ^^ n'^'s.^'^ 
nd a lamp ready trimmed Vti \X\^ \vasA> ^^^ 
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wedding garment on thy back. Improve tl^ 
talents well, that Christ may say, " Well don^ 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joj 
of thy Lord," Matt. xxv. 21. When others onfy 
wish for heaven, do thou work for it. 

O my God, I have been one of these loitering 
truants, that am justly here reproved, and sent 
again to school to the meanest of thy creatures; 
their diligence shames my negligence. They have 
only an instinct of nature to guide them ; I have 
reason, experience, Scripture, and example to 
stimulate me : they labour only for the body ; I 
for the immortal soul : they for the meat which 
perisheth; I for that which endureth to eternal life: 
they for a winter ^ I for eternity : yet are they dili- 
gent, and I negligent: heaven and earth may stand 
amazed at my folly. Lord, psu:don what is past, 
and incline my heart, for the time to come, to give 
diligence to make my calling and election sure. 
Let me so run, that I may obtain ; so fight, that 
I may conquer; and be faithful to death, that 
I may receive the crown of life, 2 Pet. i. 10 ; 
1 Cor. ix. 26 ; Rev. ii. 10. 



The ants are a people not strong, yet they 
prepare their meat in the summer, Prov. xxx. 
25. 

This one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus, Phil, in. 13, 14. 
Laying up in store a good foundaXXoii ^^^vasX 
^e time to come, 1 Tina. vi. 19. 



XIII.^-UPON THE GORGEOUS DRESS OF FLOWERS. 

When I carefully observed the various dresses, and 
the curious colours of the herbs and flowers which 
diapered the garden, and had taken some delight 
to consider the power of God in them, and 
bow for he condescended to please our fancies 
and delight our senses ; when I saw how gorge- 
ously they were attired , and how beautiful they ap- 
pealed, it led me up to the fountain-head, even 
to Qodf who is beauty and comeliness itself; and 
the greatest beauty that the world can boast of, is 
bat a spark to this fire, a ray to this sun, and a 
drop to this ocean. If the creature can be so 
beautiful, what is the Creator! and if earth be 
so pleasant, what is heaven ! But when I consi- 
dered also the transitory, fading nature of these 
short-lived flowers ; how soon, when they were in 
their prime, they withered away and perished ; 
this put me in mind of the vanity of man, who 
is compared to a flower, which comes up, and 
is ere long cut down, and never continues in one 
stay: and not only he, but all earthly enjoy- 
ments are short-lived, and soon perish. But 
when I considered their beauty with their fading 
nature, I was further reminded by them of our Sa- 
viour's words, " Why take ^e \.Viqw^\. Sa\ x'^v- 
ment ? Consider the lilies oi \\ie ^^^^V'o^ ^«^ 
grow; they toil not, nevtidex ^o \Xv«:^ ^^vcl\ ^w> 
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thee warm, it matters not. If thou do not fan 
deliciously every day, nor go in purple and fini 
linen, thy betters have fared harder, and gone 
more meanly clad : read Heb. xi. 36 — 38, anc 
be ashamed of murmuring ; ** Others had trial 
of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreovei 
of bonds and imprisonment : they were stoned 
they were sawn asunder, were tempted, wen 
slain with the sword : they wandered about ii 
sheepskins and goatskins ; being destitute, af 
flicted, tormented ; (of whom the world wai 
not worthy :) they wandered in deserts, and ii 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.' 
What if thou hast no certain dwelling-house, th; 
dear Redeemer had not where to lay his head 
and those worthies were worse circumstances 
than ever thou wast. 

O my God, charge not upon me those dia 
trustful thoughts, but strengthen my faith in th 
promises. ' Lord, I believe ; help thou mine ud 
belief," Mark ix. 24 ; and let not this sin hav 
dominion over me. Enable me to say with Jot 
** Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him, 
Job xiii. 15 ; and with Eli, *^ It is the Lord : Ic 
him do what seemeth him good," 1 Sam. iii. IS 
and with Paul, ** I am ready not to be boun 
only, but also to die for the name of the Lor 
Jesus," Acts xxi. 13. 



Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he sha 
sustain thee : he shall never suffer the righteoi 
to be moved, Psa. Iv. 22. 
Casting all your care upon \uttv ; ^ot\v^ t;x\^ 
^or you, 1 Peter v. 7. 
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Dayid, ** I shall perish by the hand of Saul," 
1 Sam. xxvii. 1 . Because God will not let us 
know how we shall be provided for, therefore we 
are ready with Israel to question, ** Can God fur- 
nish a table in the wilderness?" Psa. Ixxviii. 19. 
O my soul, how justly art thou reproved, and 
sent to these inferior creatures to school ? Hast 
thou not had distracting thoughts and distrustful 
fears ? Hast thou not often been questioning, 
What shall I eat ? or, What shall I drink ? or, 
Wherewithal! shall I be clothed ? Matt. vi. 3 1 . 
" What shall become of my wife and children 
when I am dead V etc. even contrary to the ex- 
press command of the great God ; as if thou hadst 
had no Father to provide for thee, or no God to 
depend upon, or no promise to uphold thee. And 
though Grod hath ofttimes silenced thy fears, and 
hashed thy cares by an unexpected providence, 
yet, upon the apprehension of new danger, new 
fears arise ; just as murmuring Israel, though they 
had seen God's wonders in Egypt, at the Red Sea, 
and in feeding them with manna, yet cry out, 
'* Can he furnish a table for us in the wilderness?" 
Psa. Ixxviii. 19. Yea, though thou hast never 
wanted food, nor raiment, nor any thing truly ne- 
cessary, and hast a promise that thou shalt never 
want any thing that is good ; and though God has 
said, ** Leave thy fatherless children ; and let thy 
widows trust in me," Jer. xlix. 11 ; yet how hard 
is it to commit wife and children to him, if there 
be no visible means for their subsistence, or to 
trust him when means ate out o^ ^\^\- ^\kax. 
Jf thy food be not so dainty^ \iOt \!^^ OvDiOckfc^ "sRi 
nne; if the one nourish thee,^i\OL\)^e ci\Xv^^Ve.« 
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watch neglected, and the watchman either aslei 
or careless, will enter, destroy, and waste ; he ei 
vies our condition, that we should enjoy the pan 
dise he left, the comforts he once had ; he has 
spite and hatred against God and goodness, an 
opposes his image wherever he sees it : this is tl 
boar out of the wood who wastes God's vineyan 
and the wild beast out of the forest who devours i 
Psa. Ixxx. 13. He besieges the fort of our souh 
and our own heart, that inbred traitor, watches i 
surrender it into his hands. A thousand snares an 
nets are spread for the soul, and it is in continu 
danger, in every calling, in every condition, i 
every relation, in every creature we have to c 
with ; in every duty, nay, in every juncture, son 
snare or other is laid to entrap us. Youth ai 
old age, sickness and health, prosperity an 
adversity, honour and disgrace, all have the 
peculiar snares. Our nearest relations ofltim< 
betray us into sin ; thus Eve betrays Adam, Job 
wife would have betrayed him. Lot's daughte 
betrayed him, and Peter would have betrays 
Christ himself; " Get thee behind me, Satan 
Matt. xvi. 23. We have enemies without, ac 
enemies within, and many snares are laid for oi 
feet; how warily then have we need to walL 
what care to have of our souls, when they are i 
such continual danger, and so many snares lai 
for our feet ; temptation without, and corruptio 
within ! 

O my soul, hast thou so strong and potent a 

enemy to deal with, that seeka ih^ tuin^ an 

makes it his business to undo \\vee. 0\vv«>aax w^ 

then hast thou to stand upon \Xv^ ^w^i^. \^\2 
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fall into his hands, nothing but the everlasting 
destruction of body and soul will satisfy him. 
Quit thyself therefore like a man, stand upon thy 
guardy '' resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you," James iv. 7. None but those who throw 
down their weapon, and quit the field, are van- 
quished by him ; though others may be foiled. 
Look to the main fort, the heart; if that be 
surprised, thou art undone ; make a covenant 
with thy eyes. Job xxxi. 1 ; set a watch over thy 
mouth, that thou offend not with thy tongue, 
Psa. xxxix. 1 ; cxli. 3 ; " put on the whole ar- 
mour of God," described in Eph. vi. 11 — 17; "the 
sword of the Spirit," and the darts of prayer are 
prevalent. Thou art to fight with " principalities 
and powers;" these contended with the angel, 
for Moses* body, but they contend with thee for 
thy precious soul. Stand fast, and thou wilt 
prevail; cry to thy Captain, Christ, for his assist- 
ance ; so shalt thou be the victor ; and if thou 
overcome, thou shalt reign with Christ. 

O my God, be thou my defender; I have no 
strength against these potent enemies, neither 
know I what to do ; only my eyes are up unto 
thee. O let no cruel beast devour and destroy 
my soul. Do thou watch over me, or I shall wake 
in vain; teach me the use of the Christian armour, 
rebuke the tempter, and chain him up, that he 
may not hurt me ; keep me under the shadow of 
thy wings, hide me in the hollow of thy hand, and 
keep me out of the snares that are laid for my 
feet. Then shall I praise \\\e^ -wVxXv^w -^-^iv^Jx. 
heart, and tell what God\\^\Xi ^ow^ I^wk^ 's.^^. 



XV. — UPON A MOLE SPOILING THE GAR 

When I had fenced my garden, and secu 
as 1 thought, from the injury of all enemie 
began to grow secure and careless, as if 
the reach of danger; behold, an unseen ai 
expected enemy ! A despicable creature, c 
ratively speaking, was the occasion to me 
small trouble : a poor contemptible mole, 
was aware, digged and rooted up my herl 
flowers, and spoiled the beauty of my work, 
although I knew she could not be far distai 
I knew not where to search for her ; and for 
siderable time was unable to take her pr 
or punish her for the trespass. 

This unexpected grievance made me cc 
the vanity of all human felicity, how so« 
beauty of it may vanish and come to nc 
and by how small a means God can b1 
earthly enjoyments. All that the world 
is of the nature of Jonah's gourd, whicl 
up in a night and perished in a night, 
iv. 6, 7. No solidity is to be found in 
nary creatures : some worm or other lies 
every enjoyment, which eats out the ver^ 
of it, and makes it wither and die; and wl 
have the greatest expectations, we meet w 
greatest d/sappointments ; vjVveu v^e l\\mk 
most secure, many times we axe \tv mo^\. 
f considered how foolisVi men vjexe \.o 
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themselves security in their enjoyments, when 
they apprehend no danger in sight : for, if our 
ways please God, he can make our enemies, yea, 
the stones of the field, be at peace with us, Prov. 
xvi. 7 ; but, if we please not God, he can raise 
us enemies enough to disturb our peace. David 
was a good man ; yet, on offending God, his own 
familiar friend Achitophel, nay, his own son Ab- 
salom, were allowed to seek his ruin. The meanest 
' vermin are sometimes a scourge to the proudest 
tyrant: frogs, and lice, and Hies, and locusts, 
ooake proud Pharaoh stoop to God, who before 
bad proudly said, ** Who is the Lord, that I 
should obey his voice ? I know not the Lord, nei« 
ther will I let Israel go," Exod. v. 2. But God 
made himself known to him by his judgments, 
aod compeUed him to say, ** The Lord is righte- 
ous, and I and my people are wicked," Exod. 
ix. 27. Yea, he has made caterpillars, canker- 
worms, palmerworms, and such like, which God 
calls his *^ great army," Joel ii. 25, a scourge 
to potent princes, and can destroy the greatest 
monarch on earth by these inferior insects. How 
little trust then should we put in earthly comforts, 
when God can so easily embitter them to us ! and 
how dangerous is it, by our sins, to provoke God 
to leave us, and to punish us ! He can easily do 
it; he need not raise many against us ; no single 
creature, no fly, nor grass-blade, nor hair, but 
will be our bane, if it have a commission from God : 
instances of this might easily be given. NaY^ if 
God withhold our breath, we ie\.wtTv \jci wi\ ^>^^\.> 
and all our thoughts peri&h; ^.ty^l ^ox o\Sc\ wv^^- 
meats, be can embitter that ^Vvvc\v ^e esX^««^ ^^ 
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that holds out to the end that shall 
Matt. xxiv. 13. Didst thou ever yet re] 
pains thou didst take for heaven ; and 
think thou shalt ever have cause to re 
after ? Art thou afraid thy reward > 
^eat ; or thy crown of glory too heav 
God will love thee too well ; or that 
make heaven too sure ? If not, why 
slacken thy pace? Dost thou expe< 
master, or better work, or better v 
not, beware of negligence, lest thou 
to put thee out of his service. 

O my God, keep my heart upright 
vice, and direct my steps that I tun 
Keep me from the rage of Satan, tha 
captivated by him ; he seeks my soul 
and fain would make me lose my rews 
make me faithful to the death, and tt 
a crown of life. Rev. ii. 10. 



Thou hast brought a vine out of £] 
hast cast out the heathen, and plan tec 
pre pared st room before it, and didst 
take deep root, and it filled the land.- 
thou then broken down her hedges, 
they which pass by the way do pluck 
boar out of the wood doth waste it, a 
beast of the field doth devour it. 
beseech thee, O God of hosts : look 
heaven, and behold, and visit this vin« 
again, O Lord God of hosts, c^use 
shine ; and we shall be saved, Psa 
^^—J4, 19. 



[I. — UPON THE UNKNOWN VIRTUES OF MANY 

VEGETABLES. 

LN, upon the strictest search and scrutiny that 
lid possibly make, I could not find out the 
res, properties, virtues, and uses of several 
tables, and other herbs ; nor indeed the full 
virtue, and benefit of any one of them : and 
)pose I have cause to think, that the great- 
naturalist cannot do it; nay, if all the 
; skilful men should join heart and hand 
le work, and combine themselves together, 
use their utmost diligence, yet would they 
ihort of making a perfect discovery of it, 
gh I know every age makes some further 
ress in it than the preceding did : — This made 
idmire the wisdom of the Creator, who has 
3 nothing in vain, and hath put such ad- 
ble virtues into such despicable weeds, that 
^e know their worth, we should prize many 
high rate which now we despise. And if we 
tot find out the virtues and operation of those 
^s which we are every day conversant with, 
'onder if we are greatly ignorant of God, of 
Trinity, and those more abstruse points of . 
ion, which are more remote from our senses, 
above our capacity. He iVval e."MiTtfA. ^^^:^w 
tow the nature of his oyju sou\, tv.o niwAsx'^ 
ignorant of the Divine naVwte. 
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O my soul, are there secrets in nature tl 
thou understandest not ? yea, even in those en 
tures that thou dost daily converse with ? adni 
the wisdom of tlie Creator, and wonder not tl 
there are mysteries in spirituals beyond thy c( 
ceiving. If thou canst not understand ma 
rial objects, much less those that are ** spiritua 
discerned," 1 Cor.ii. 14; the nature of God, 
angels, and of thyself, lie far more remote fr 
thy understanding. There is many a man ¥ 
can search nature's garden from end to ei 
who never could search his own heart; mc 
can try their evidence for lands, that know : 
how to try their title to heaven : they can f 
out the state of their bodies, but know not 
state of their souls. But when others study eai 
do thou study heaven ; the things that are nee 
sary are attainable. Study Christ, and him c 
cified ; this will do thee more good than if tl 
couldst, with Solomon, discourse of all the ve 
tables, from the cedar in Lebanon to the hys 
that groweth upon the wall. And did men sti 
God and themselves as much as they did 
creature, it would bring in more profit. "! 
knowledge of these things is good, but 
knowledge of God, and ourselves is necessai 
all thy time is little enough for this study ; 
other may be left to more curious intellects. 

O my God, suffer me not to spend my ti 

in any unnecessary study, that should be sp 

in seeking thee : let me not catch at the shad( 

and lose the substance ; and Ywxnt. ^o \oTi^^ 

curiosities, that I lose myseU, and \lt\o>n 

'/ficA way to return . All my time \a VvVAX^ ex^ 
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spend in my general and particular calling, 
t my greatest care be to know God and my- 
f, the duty I owe him, and the relation I 
md in to him ; and what interest I have in 
BUS Christ. Lord, let this be the work of the 
naining part of my life. 



The secret things belong unto the Lord our 
)d.: but those things which are revealed be- 
ig unto us and to our children for ever, that we 
ly do all the words of the law, Deut. xxix. 29. 
Canst thou by searching find out God ? canst 
)u find out the Almighty unto perfection ? It 
is high as heaven ; what canst thou do ? deeper 
m hell ; what canst thou know ? The measure 
ireof is longer than the earth, and broader than 
J sea, Job xi. 7—9. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
m : and the knowledge of the holy is under- 
nding, Prov. ix. 10. 

Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the 
th ; prove your own selves. Know ye not 
Lir own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, 
:ept ye be reprobates? 2 Cor. xiii. 6. 
Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
i knowledge of God ! how unsearchable are 
judgments, and his ways past finding out ! 
r who hath known the mind of the Lord ? or 
o hath been his counseller? Or who hath first 
en to him, and it shall be recompensed unto 
Q agaia ? For of him, and ltv\o\3L%\v Vmi^^ssjI 
lim, are all things : to w\iom\i^^'Ci\^ W^^'^ 
?n. Jlom. xi. 33—36. 



XXIV. — UPON SOME DESPISED, YET USEFUL 

WEEDS. 

Wii EN I saw some productions which are deemed 
weeds, and usually grow in the fields without 
labour, pains, or care of man ; or are thrown out 
of the garden with contempt, as not being either 
sweet for savour, or beautiful to the eye; — when 
I beheld these very weeds gathered, and success- 
fully used, by some of the greatest masters in 
medicine, for the curing of great distempers ; when 
the more glorious, gorgeous, and more esteemed 
vegetables were disregarded : — This made me con- 
sider, how deceitful a thing it is to judge by the 
outward appearance, and that beauty and virtue 
are not always linked together, neither go they 
hand in hand. Many have been deceived when 
they have pleased their eyes by beauty. Samuel, 
that man of God, was deceived by his eye, when 
he thought Eliab, David's elder brother, was to 
be the Lord's anointed, because he had a good 
outward appearance ; ** And it came to pass, 
wlicn they were come, that he looked on Eliab, 
and said, Surely the Lord's anointed is before him. 
But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on 
his countenance, or on the height of his stature ; 
because I have refused him : for the Lord seeth 
not as wan seeth ; for manlooVieXXv ovv\Xie o\iVw^\d 
appearance, but the Lord \ooVLel\\ o\i xXv^V^^xx 
J Sam. xvi. 6, 7. Many a mau uxidet ^.Vom^V 
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garb carries more real worth, more true g:en- 
tility, yea, nobility, than others do under their 
silks and velvets. Yet there was a disease amongst 
Christians in the apostles' time, and it is almost 
epidemical in our days, to respect the clothes or 
oatward ornaments of a man more than his 
dispositions and qualifications : *' If there come 
unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in 
goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor 
man in vile raiment ; and ye have respect to him 
that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, 
Sit thou here in a good place ; and say to the 
poor. Stand thou there, or sit here under my 
footstool: are ye not then partial in your- 
selves V Whatever disrespect man may discover 
for the lowly, " God hath chosen the poor of 
this world nch in faith, and heirs of the king- 
dom," James ii. 2 — 5. A poor man, though wise, 
yea, though by his wisdom he saved the city, yet 
18 not remembered, Eccl. ix. 15. Many wise 
ministers are heard with scorn, or at least with 
disregard, till men lie upon their death-bed ; and 
then they are sent unto for counsel, or rather 
comfort. It is not, however, always those that 
can speak most eloquently that speak best : he 
is the best preacher that woos for Christ and not 
for himself, and would set the crown upon his 
Lord's head, and not his own. It is not the 
tickling of the fancy a preacher should so much 
mind, as to speak convincingly to the conscience. 
O my soul, judge not by the outward but the 
inward qualification, neither cover hypocrisy b^ 
a mask of seeming sincerity, fox GcA ^*^, ^^ 
foDg, pluck off such vizors. SVigYvl xvo m^x^xs^^^'^^ 
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upon account of liis poverty, for God thinks % 
never llie worse of him for it ; admire no man 
merely for his riches, for God thinks never the .^. 
better of him for them : this would be to worship ^ 
a golden calf. The time is coming, that the king 
must leave his robes behind him, and the beggar 
his rags ; and the inward qualifications alone* 
must distinguish between the one and the other. 
Dives and Lazarus, when they come to stand on 
even ground, shall by these be tried ; and so must 
all, by what means or titles soever they have been 
dignified, distinguished, or called. Our works 
and worth, not our wealth, will follow us. Where- 
ever thou seest Christ in any, own him ; for God 
will own him. Esteem grace in the soul more 
than gold in the purse, and the robes of righte- 
ousness above the most costly jewels. For thy 
counsellors take the wisest, not the wealthiest. 
Esteem that preacher best who speaks home to 
the heart and conscience ; not him who seeks to 
please the fancy. Esteem that sermon best where 
thou findest most of Christ ; and not that which is 
dressed with rhetorical flourishes, which serve to 
darken and not illustrate the matter. 

O my God, should I cover my profaneness or 
hypocrisy with the vizor of seeming holiness, thou 
wilt soon discover it, and unmask me ; for thou 
searchest the heart, and triest the reins, and all 
things are open and apparent to thee. Lord, 
give me sincerity and truth in the inward part, 
for this is thy gift; make me such as thy own 
sov] dcVif^hts in ; let me not be deceived by my 
oiv/2 deceitful heart, nor iWink lo deeeiw^ Ck\\\^\^, 
for I cannot c/eceive thy aU-aeems; ^^[^• 



.—UPON THE SYMPATHY AND ANTIPATHY 
OF DIFFERENT VEGETABLES. 

ONSIDERED the Sympathy and antipathy 
:h may be observed to subsist between dif- 
it vegetables, for which no reason can be 
n, and which is such that some will rather 
than grow in the neighbourhood of others ; 
st others never thrive well, except so planted ; 

the like antipathy we may observe among 
itive creatures, where one kind seeks the de- 
ction of another, and others discover mutual 

and delight ; nay, something of this may be 
I where is neither life nor sense, as in the 
nge sympathy between the loadstone and the 
, etc. This consideration reminded me of the 
nge antipathy between the seed of the ser- 
t and the Seed of the woman, mentioned in 
I. iii. 15, " I will put enmity between thee 

the woman, and between thy seed and her 
d/* In wicked men there is so perfect a ha- 
. to God, that they will, if they can possibly, 
}e the very image of God, wherever they 
it. They hate every thing that God loves, 

love every thing that he hates ; they hate 
ry thing that is like him, and that for this 
J reason, because it is like him. Now, no rea- 

can be given for this, w\\y l\ve^ ^^vWV?^^. 
God, who is goodness \tse\?, v?\\o \^ ^'s^ xJwknx 
tor, and their great Bei\e?aeV.ox , l\o\xv v^V^ 
have their life, and brealYi, «ixvd Wvc\'^>^'^ 
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food and raiment, their limbs and senses, their | 
health and strength, their peace and plenty ; with- ^ 
out whom they cannot speak, or stir, or live a A 
moment. And yet this is the case of all wicked I 
men on earth, however contrary to each other ^ 
in their principles, and their dispositions : if they 4 
agree in nothing else, yet they agree in this, | 
— to oppose the power of godliness. Herod and j 
Pilate can both consent that innocent Christ .^ 
shall be put to death. Let a godly man ^ 
be of ever so pleasing a disposition, and ever i 
so engaging a behaviour, ever so open-hearted 
and open-handed, yet this one ingredient, hofi- 
ness, spoils all in the world's account, and 
renders him hateful and contemptible in their 
eyes. Though never man spake like Christ, and 
no guile was found in his mouth, John vii. 46 ; 
1 Pet. ii. 22 ; yet a seditious murderer, Barabbas, 
was preferred before him. Oh the degenerate 
estate of poor man ! whither art thou fallen ! Is 
the chief good become the object of thy chief 
hatred ? and is holiness, wherein thou wast 
created, and which is God's image, without 
which thou canst never be saved, become thy 
scorn, and more contemptible than the image of 
the devil ? Is the devil become the better mas- 
ter ; and is his work the better work ; and will 
also his wages be the better wages? Well, the 
time is coming when thy judgment will be al- 
tered, and thou wilt be glad to revoke those 
words which now thou speakest against the 
power of g^odViDess. 
The sympathy^ also, whicYv is «Lmo\i%^\. \Xv^ 
cbikhen of God was caWed to rcvmd \ v\v^^ ^\^ 
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ions of the same Father, and heirs of the same 
nheritance ; and therefore should be ** kindly af- 
iectioned one to another/' Rom. xii. 10. They 
Ire brethren in Adam according to the flesh, 
ind brethren in Christ according to the Spirit ; 
they ** rejoice with them that do rejoice, and 
veep with them that weep,*' Rom. xii. 15. This 
b that brotherly love in which the apostle bids 
at continue, Heb. xiii. 1 . Communion with God, 
and the communion of saints is heaven upon 
etrth. Believers are members of the mystical 
body of Christ : and it is with believers, as with 
members in the natural body, they have the 
lame care one for another ; if one suffer, all suf- 
fer ; and if one be honoured, all rejoice, 1 Cor. 
xii. 25, 26 ; they are like lyre strings, if one 
be struck, all the rest sound; and still more 
Jear would this sympathy be, if it were not for 
be remaining corruption that is in us. 
O my soul, dost thou meet with hardship in 
e world ; wonder not at it, thou art in an ene- 
fs country ; the world will love her own, but 
ver loved Christ, nor any of his : the Seed of 
woman, and the seed of the serpent, did never 
agree. Christ hath told thee, " In the world 
shall have tribulation ; but be of good cheer ; 
ive overcome the world," John xvi. 33. The 
ly and the wicked fight under two captains ; 
one under the banner of Christ, the other 
r the standard of Satan ; and therefore there 
hope of reconciliation : fire and water are 
lore contrary than Christ and Belial. O my 
nanifest thyself tx) be lYv^ ^ej\ ^^ >^^Naw»as!L^ 
7 making peace, \)wl \>^ \X!i'i\\>\ivd>»'% ^^^ 
'hrist's enemies, aikd\i^%^tck^^N5si^'^^^^ 
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his children ; mourn with those that moun 
rejoice with those that rejoice, Rom. xii. 10 
like the members of the same body, when ( 
distempered, the other suffers; when one star 
need, all the rest yield their help and assists 
O my God, is there such an antipathy in 
hearts of wicked men, against thine image in 
hearts of thy people ? What cause have we to 
mire thy patience which suffers such enemiei 
live upon the face of the earth, and feedest, i 
raaintainest them at thy own cost and charg 
What cause have I to wonder that thou die 
bear with me so long, when I was in th 
relation. And what cause have we to admii 
thy wisdom and power in preserving a handfi 
of thy people, like lambs in the midst of nume 
rous wolves, which seek their destruction ; when 
for ought we know, there are hundreds to one 
against them, that vow their destruction ! Lord, 
let me manifest myself to be thine, by my anti- 
pathy to sin and the works of darkness, and 
by my sympathy with the children of light. 



If ye were of the world, the world would lovi 
his own : but because ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you, John xv. 19. 

In this was manifested the love of God to- 
ward us, because that God sent his only begot' 
ten Son into the world, that we might live 
through liim. Herein is love, not that we lovec 
'y^oc/, but that he loved us, and sexvl Vv\% ^otl i< 
' t/je propitiation for our ^\v\s. 'fteXoNt^, 

/ so loved us^ we ought a\so lo \oNe < 

>^/> y John iV. 9 — 1 I. 



I 



XXVI. — UPON A ROSE AMONG THORNS. 

Wh£n I beheld and considered Low the rose 
grew and flourished, and came to perfection 
aunongst the thorns and prickles that surrounded 
it, and was not hurt, but rather defended by 
them, and preserved from its other enemies; I 
thought it represented the church here in the 
world. For as here, there are a thousand prickles 
fer one rose, and yet this rose is preservea ; so in 
the world, it may probably be conjectured, there 
are a thousand wicked men (who are compared 
to thorns) for one that is godly. The church, in 
her militant condition, while she is in the world, 
is compared to the lily among the thorns; " As 
the lily among thorns," saith Christ, ''so is my 
love among the daughters,'' Cant. ii. 2. The 
wicked are indeed to the believer what the Ca- 
naanites were to the children of Israel ; pricks in 
the eyes, and thorns in the sides. Numb, xxxiii. 55; 
'* the best of them is a brier : and the most up- 
right is sharper than a thorn hedge,'' Micah vii. 4; 
yet are they not altogether useless. As thorns by 
God's providence are made serviceable for the 
defence of better fruit, so the wicked often prove 
serviceable to the church, and a defence to better 
men. ThowgVi bnw^ wA X^ssawiSi ^^^^ ^^"^ >aa!^ 
to Israel; and fto m ^x^XoV^,^^ ^^^'^^^^^ 
the woman, aiid ^^^W^^^^^^ :^^^^^xx.- 
the dragon ca^l ouX o^ V\^ ^'^^'^•^ 
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The nature of wicked men is not to do good, but 
to rend and tear ; but God alters their nature, 
at least restrains their rage, for his people's sake. 
The church of God is as a bush burning, but not 
consumed. When potent princes have sought its 
destruction, God hath frustrated their designs; 
sometimes by setting them at variance with one 
another. So Ammon, and the inhabitants of 
Mount Seir, destroy each other, when they had 
decreed to destroy Israel, 2 Chron. xx. 23; 
and the council could not agree against Paul, 
Acts xxiii. 7. God maintained Noah against a 
world of wicked men ; and Lot, in the midst of 
Sodom ; and Israel, in Egypt ; and Mordecai^ 
against Haman and all his enemies ; and he often 
gives his people favour in the eyes of those who» 
were they not restrained, would become their 
mortal enemies and their bloody persecutors. 

O my soul, admire the providence and wis- 
dom of God, that can bring light out of dark- 
ness, order out of confusion, good out of evil ; 
and can turn a curse into a blessing, and make 
his churches' enemies become their friends. Thou 
wast one of those thorns, and thy nature was 
as bad ; and if God hath taken thee off the 
stock of nature, and planted thee in that choice 
vine, bless his name : no thanks are due to thee* 
If now thou art a rose, though encompassed by a 
thousand thorns, he will defend thee; if thy 
ways please God, thy enemies themselves shall 
be at peace with thee, Prov. xvi. 7. Sin is the 
only enemy between God and the soul ; and if 
God have a controversy with \\\e ?A\mfex,^ n3o& 
creatures are presently up in aim?» \.o Vm^'x^ 

4 
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the rebel, and wait but for a commission to take 
away his life. But if God be reconciled to thee, 
no enemy can hurt thee ; no weapon formed 
a^inst his church shall ever prosper, Isa. liv. 17. 
When Jacob had made his peace with God, nei- 
ther Laban nor Esau could quarrel with him ; 
though, it is thought, both came forth with mur- 
derous intentions. A godly man shall be ** in 
league with the stones of the field ; and the beasts 
of the field shall be at peace" with him. Job v. 
23. " Fear not, little flock," saith Christ, ** for 
it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom," Luke xii. 32. And it is better to be of 
the little number of roses, than the great number 
of thorns. It is better to be with Noah in the ark, 
than with the whole world in the flood ; and to 
go to heaven alone, than to hell with company. 
If thou art a rose^ ere long thou shalt be put 
into Christ's bosom : if thou art a thorn, ere 
long thou shalt be cast into the fire. 

O my God, I am wild by nature. If grapes 
grow on thorns, or figs on thistles, it is thy 
doing to alter the stock, and transplant it. If I 
be a thorn, Lord, change my nature : if I be a 
rose, Lord, preserve me in the midst of mine ene- 
mies, till 1 come to maturity, and then lodge me 
in thy own bosom. 

Ye were without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the 
covenants of promise, having no hope, and with- 
out God in the world : but now mC^^vit i<K5.>^!^^'^ 

' who sometimes were far off ^iie tcv^^^ \!w\^V^ ^^ 

blood of Christ, Eph. ii, A2, \^. 



XXVII. — UPON THE RECEIVING IN OF THE Ft 

At the end of the year, when I received i; 
crop, the fruits of the earth, for which I ha 
boured, and for which I had long waited, 
put in mind of the reward which behevers 
receive at the last day, at the hand of Go 
all the labour, toil, and trouble they have 
which will be a better recompense than the 
can give the husbandman for his pains. ** I 
not be weary in well-doing; for in due s 
we shall reap, if we faint not," Gal. vi. 9. 
that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh 
corruption ; but he that soweth to the I 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting," v 
** They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing pre 
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejo: 
bringing his sheaves with him,'' Psa. cxxvi. 
" Be patient therefore, brethren," saith the 
tie, " unto the coming of the Lord. Behol 
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit < 
earth, and hath long patience for it, until I 
ceive the early and latter rain. Be ye als 
tient ; stablish your hearts : for the comi 
i the Lord draweth nigh," James v. 7, 8. 
/ believers sow the seed, and walet \\. mlb 
y tears; but it is not long before l\\e levjw^ <: 
*' Behold, I come quickly," sait\v CYvmX. 

1 
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ay reward is with me, to give every man accord- 
ng as his work shall be," Rev. xxii. 12. *' Hold 
)ut faith and patience," saith the martyr, '* your 
vork will presently be at an end." Hope holds up 
:he husbandman's heart, and may much more 
:he Christian's. These things also put me in mind 
)f the great harvest, at the end of the world, 
j^hen the great Husbandman shall send out his 
servants, the angels, to reap down his field, and 
gather in his corn. ** The field is the world ; 
:he good seed are the children of the kingdom ; 
3ut the tares are the children of the wicked one ; 
:he enemy that sowed them is tlie devil ; the 
larvest is the end of the world ; and the reapers 
ire the angels. As therefore the tares are ga- 
iiered and burned in the fire ; so shall it be in 
he end of this world," Matt. xiii. 38—40. The 
lay is coming when all shall be brought to judg- 
ment, and the precious shall be separated from 
:he vile ; the good corn shall be brought into the 
barn, but the tares are reserved for the fire. 

O my soul, what seed hast thou sown against 
that harvest ? Hast thou sown to the fiesh ? then 
3f the fiesh thou wilt reap corruption. If to the 
Spirit, thou wilt of the Spirit reap life everlasting ? 
What grain art thou ? art thou wheat, or tares ? 
Rest not satisfied till thou know that thou art 
ivheat, and neither with the tares bring forth bad 
fruit, nor with the chaff fly away with the wind. 
[t is not enough to have a flourishing blade ; so 
the stony ground had, and yet came to nothing, 
[t is not enough to make a^tofessiou of te.U^iAvv\ 
o the foolish virgins did, V\ve^ V^^\^\»:^'i»^s«5s!^.xt^ 
//; a profession, but no %t^e^. \\.v3»\nS5\.^^^^'^ 
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have talents, but thou must improve them, 
thou wilt be sent to outer darkness. It is n 
enough to grow in the same field, be manur 
by the same hand, heated by the same sun, ai 
watered with the same showers ; thus the tai 
were ; but there must be good seed, well roote 
springing up, and bearing fruit in thy hea 
Thou mayest live under the same minister, enj 
the same ordinance with the wheat, and yet st 
be but a tare. 

O my God, discover myself to myself, and 1 
me not be deceived by a cunning devil and 
deceitful heart. If I be a tare. Lord, let i 
know it, ere it be too late ; that I may sow bett 
seed in my field ; that I may be gathered in 
thy barn, and not be bound up with the tares i 
the fire. Let my heart bring forth good fruit i 
the basket, good wheat for thy barn, solid whe 
that may not be blown away with the "wind, ai 
much fruit that I may glorify thy name. Let i: 
not sow to the flesh, but to the Spirit; that 
may not reap corruption, but life everlastin 
Let me not be deceived in so great a concern 
the salvation of my soul. 



The wicked are as stubble before the win 
and as chaff that the storm carrieth away, J( 
xxi. If . 

Whose fan is in his hand, and he will through 
purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the ga 
ner; but he will burn up the chaff with ui 
quenchable fire, Matt. i'li. \1. 



III. — UPON THE WINNOWING OF THE SEED. 

N the seed had been gathered in, and had 
threshed or beat out, the next work was 
)wing it, whereby the chaff and refuse, the 
!st, emptiest part, was blown away with the 
; but the solid, substantial, weighty grain, 
not hurt by it, but benefited; it was re- 
and purified. I saw that what the furnace 

metal, such is the fan to the corn, that 

1 separateth, purgeth and purifieth it. This 
me compare temporal with spiritual things, 

consider, that God has many ways to purge 
:ry his people. Sometimes he casts them 
he furnace of affliction, and tries them this 
** others had trial of cruel mockings and 
gings, yea, moreover of bonds and impri- 
ent,'' Heb. xi. 36 ; and sometimes he tries 
with the fan, to see what solidity is in them. 
I messenger of the covenant shall come; 
'ho may abide the day of his coming ? and 
ihall stand when he appeareth ? for he is 
refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap : and he 
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver," Mai. 
— 3. Then many a gilded piece will be 
. counterfeit, and much seeming gold prove 
but dross ; but true gold neither fears the 
ce nor the. touchstone. Then the sincere 
tian and the hypocrite will be dx&lvw^x^'t^^ 
now are hardly known ^««av^<t\ • Vv "^^ 
they may grow in the sauve ?^A^, ^^ «SSi.Nicv« 
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winds and waves come, and come they will, it 
will surely fall down, and great will be the fall 
thereof, because irresistible and irreparable. 

O my God, are trying times coming? And 
must I be sifted by Satan, winnowed by the 
world, and fanned by Christ? Who can stand 
in these trials, and bear up against these floods 
and waves, without Divine assistance ? Lord, 
give me strength from above ; for vain is the help 
of man. Make me solid grain that may abide the 
wind ; true gold that may abide the fire ; and 
build me upon that Rock that is high, that no 
storms nor tempests may beat me down, nor all 
the floods in the world ever remove me. 



The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come 
to his temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, 
whom ye delight in : behold, he shall come, saith 
the Lord of hosts. But who may abide the day 
of his coming? and who shall stand when he 
appeareth ? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like 
fullers' sope : and he shall sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver : and he shall purify the sons of 
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that 
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in 
righteousness, Mai. iii. 1 — 3. 

Now for a season, if need be, ye are in heavi- 
ness through manifold temptations : that the 
trial of your faith, being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with Rre, might be found unto praise and ho- 
no//r and glory at the appeam^ o^ 3^^\x^ C\vm\,, 
^ Pet, i, 6, 7. 



XXIX. — ON THE PRODUCTION OF CHAFF 
7 ROM CLEAN SEED. 

When I beheld how the seed, that last year 
I had 80 carefully winnowed and purified from 
chaffy and sown in my garden, pure and good, 
when it came to maturity, was not only cum- 
bered with weeds and other annoyances, which 
the ground naturally cast up, but had as much 
stalk, chaff, and other rubbish as it had the year 
before, which grew up with it, and adhered to it, 
and was naturally produced by the seed ; and 
that it had as much need of weeding, threshing, 
and winnowing, as it had the year before, to 
make it fit for use or market : — this reminded me 
that thus it has been with the human race since 
the fall. A gracious man, who has taken much 
pains with his heart to weed out corruption, and 
mortify sin, and has been fanned and purified 
many years, and that not without much labour, 
pains, and diligence, and many a prayer and tear, 
yet has not necessarily godly children ; but chaff, 
and corruption adheres to them also, nay inheres in 
them, and they have as much need of refining as 
ever the father had. And though God do more 
usually make choice of his people out of such fa- 
milies, the covenant being with them and th^ir^') 
seed, and has respect to their pra^ers^ andt^^^sT 
a blessing to their educatiou ^xidi e^&fi^i^stx^'^'k 
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IS is not always so, neither are they born 
for they are the ''children of wrath, even at 
iy" Eph. ii. 3 ; and though sin be hereditary, 
i is not. 

A, sin ! what confusion hast thou made in 
world ! the most of men perish eterDaUj 
thee, and those that escape, are saveda 
by fire, with a very great deal of pains and 
£culty. Holy David was the father of lascH 
ous Amnon and rebellious Absalom; pioas 
iaac, of profane Esau ; yea, and faithful Abim- 
lam, of scoffing Ishmael. For, as a learned man 
aas not necessarily a learned child, (for learning 
is hot a birth privilege, but an acquired qualifi- 
cation,) so grace is not born widi, but freelT 
given to those whom God thinks fit to bestow it 
upon. A rich man's child comes into the world 
as naked, destitute, and miserably impotent and 
helpless as any other. This, as it mar remind us 
of our miserable condition by the fall, so also of 
our duty to our children, that as we are carefiil 
of their bodies, so should we be much more care- 
ful of their souls ; and as we are careful that they 
get learning, so should we be much more that 
they get grace. An estate is not so needful as 
an interest in Christ. We should endeaTOur, by 
instruction, correction, and good education, to 
train them up in the fear of God ; and, when 
we can do no more, to go to him who is able to 
give it, to beg grace for them ; for, as we were 
instrumental in their ruin, so we should seek 
the/r recovery. But too many train upi their 
children, just as they train iWii \voi^%\ VkwXv 
tAem to drudge, and think the^ \\a\e Olow^ ^fe>\- 
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especially if they can leave them an estate behind 
them, which oftentimes is so badly acquired as 
to entail a curse upon them and their posterity ; 
and God does, in a visible manner, punish their 
children to the third and fourth generation. 

O my soul, how stands the case with thee ? 
Thou art a child of wrath by nature, as well 
as others. Is thy relation to thy God chang- 
ed ? Of an enemy art thou an adopted son ? Thou 
hadst dross; is that consumed, and the soul re- 
fined ? Thou hadst chaff; is that blown away ? 
Hast thou the marks of adoption now upon thee, 
that formerly hadst the marks of an enemy ? Dost 
thou resemble thy father? dost thou bear his 
image? God has no children who have not 
some resemblance to him ; he never adopts any, 
but he changes their nature and disposition, as 
well as their relation : he hath no unnatural 
children. Has he made good that promise to 
thee, '* I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall 
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty," 2 Cor. vi. 18. Has he performed the 
duty of a father, in thy new birth, in maintaining 
thee, and in instructing and correcting thee ; and 
hast thou the nature, dispositions, and privileges 
of his children ? Hast thou communion with 
him ? Does he feed thee with bread from heaven ? 
clothe thee with the robes of righteousness, and 
adorn thee with the jewels of his grace ? Is there 
a thorough change wrought in thee, and a new 
nature put into thee ? Hast thou given up thy 
heart as well as thy name to Christ ? If it be 
so, it is well If thou hast l\vv& ^tvNvVejg^ Ssix "^v 
seJf, seek it for thy chfldteii ^\^0* k^^^>i^\saa^ 



102 PRODUCTION OF CHAFF FROM CLEAN SEED. 

dedicated them to God, do thy endeavour to 
make them God's; and that the work of grace 
may be timely wrought in their souls, curb cor- 
ruption while they are young : a green twig will 
easily be bended ; but when old and dry, the work 
is difficult. Withhold not correction nor in- 
struction, and go to God for a blessing upon 
both. 

O my God, am I wild by nature, and hast thou 
planted me into the true olive? Hast thou 
taken me off my own stock, and planted me into 
the true vine? Lord, what shall I render to thee 
for this ? Lord, help me to give up my heart as 
well as my name to thee, and may I live thanks 
as well as speak thanks. Hast thou made me a 
son ? Lord, give me a son-like disposition, and 
let me honour my God by a holy life and con- 
versation. And oh, that my children might live 
before thee. Lord, purge out the dross, blow 
away their chaff, make them thy sons and thy 
daughters. 



Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. — That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh ; and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit, John iii. 3, 6. 

For this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, saith the 

Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and 

wr/ie them in their hearts : and I will be to them 

5 God, and they shall be lo me a ^to^\^, "NXvtNi. 

y///. JO 



:. UPON A VIPER LURKING IN THE GRASS. 

£iNG in the garden, I had nearly trod upon 
»er lurking in the grass, and so was in un- 
cted danger where I least dreaded it. When 
agitation it occasioned me had somewhat 
id, it made me consider what daily need we 

of Divine protection, and how unsafe it is to 
cm under the providence of God. It led me 
to consider, that thus it is in all our earthly 
yments : there is no security in any, much 
^er in all ; there is a little honey, and many 
^ ; a little pleasure, and much pain : there is 
ige, no calling, no condition of life free, 
les are held by many to be the greatest hap- 
88, and more valued than holiness and grace ; 
ire they not without their snares, they cannot 
e their possessors out of the reach of danger ; 
' are called deceitful riches. Matt. xiii. 22 ; 

well they may be so called, for they always 
jive those who trust them : they promise con- 
,, satisfaction, and happiness, when often- 
js, like strong drink in a fever, they do but 
ige the appetite ; ** he that loveth silver shall 
be satisfied with silver," Eccl. v. 10. But this 
ot all their vanity ; for as they are unsatisfy- 

80 they are uncertain ; ** they make them- 
es wings, and fly away," Prov, xxiii* 5; the^ 
lever true to those who Uvx^V.XiCk^mN'^'ei:^^'^ 

as transitory as a l[ifcaA\oti%\.Cft\^\A.. \^^^ 
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Sting : *' in laughter the heart is sorrow 
the end of that mirth is heaviness : favc 
ceitful, and beauty is vain," Prov. 
xxxi. 30 ; and those who trust to them 
deceived. Favour will fail and beauty wi 
and how will they deceive men's exp 
Honour is the emptiest of all bubbles, cc 
many, attained by few ; and there is bu 
distance between the highest round of t 
and the lowest step : let Haman and Al 
prove the point. Beauty many times 
blazing star ; ominous to the beholders, : 
ful to those that enjoy it. Meat and c 
necessary, yet to many their table beco 
snare ; and by a plentiful table they co 
guilty of gluttony and drunkenness : ' 
a mocker, strong drink is raging : and \^ 
is deceived thereby is not wise," Pro 
Learning and great parts are lovely end< 
but many times they prove dangerous a: 
ly : the greatest scholars often prove tlie 
enemies to Christ, and the greatest advei 
the power of godliness. In a word, tl 
have most of the world have frequently 
of heaven : " Son," said Abraham, *' n 
that thou in thy lifetime receivedst t 
things, and likewise Lazarus evil thin 
now he is comforted, and thou art ton 
Luke xvi. 25. I know there are some 
low Christ's counsel as to the prope: 
wealth, and make to themselves '* frien( 
mammon of unrighteousness " Luke xvi 
most, on the contrary, do Wl \tvexe."^%»^ 
count by it, and at the recVLOiv\t\^ ^^^ 
b^nkruptSy and owe ten lYious^ti^^^ 
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they will never be able to pay. Earthly enjoy- 
ments usually rock men in the cradle of security. 
£?en the things that are in themselves lawful 
blessings, yet when abused, prove our ruin ; when 
immoderately used, they prove a sin and a snare. 
O my soul, thou walkest in the midst of dan- 
gers ; snares are laid for thee in every creature, 
in every corner : trust not therefore to any ; the 
most innocent will betray thee, if not heedfully 
observed and wisely enjoyed ; the most harmless, 
nay, the most necessary enjoyments are not free 
from snares ; a serpent may lie under thy feet ; 
many temptations are in poverty, more in plenty : 
pray therefore, with Agur, *' Give me neither 
poverty nor riches ; feed me with food convenient 
for me," Pro v. xxx. 8. 

O my God, are there so many dangers that at- 
tend me, both in reference to my body and my 
soul ! Oh what need have I of Divine protec- 
tion ! Lord, be thou my defender, keep me under 
the shadow of thy wings. O let not Satan, the 
world, or my own deceitful heart, ever betray 
me ; but let me be kept by the mighty power of 
God unto salvation, 1 Pet. i. 5. 

Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, 
when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it 
moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like 
a serpent, and stingeth like an adder, Prov. xxiii. 
31,32. 

And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time 
your hearts be overcharged with sudftv.tvcL<^^*^xA 
drunJcenness, and cares oi V\vv% \\l^^^\A 's*^ *^ 
day come upon you unaw^xe^^VN^i^^^'^'^*'^^* 




XXXI. — UPOK THE BEE. 

I OBSERVED the busy and laborious bee ; ho* 
diligent he was in his employment, and how in- 
dustriously he toiled from morning to nieht, in 
gathering both honey and wax, whicby when he 
had collected, he was as industrious in the dispo- 
sal of it. I also observed how nice and careful 
he was in furnishing his little cell with the provi- 
sion he had got by his hard labour ; bow skilfal 
in building his combs, placing his honey, dispos- 
ing and feeding his young ones : so perfect is he 
in all his workmanship, that nothing redundant 
can be seen, nothing deficient ; and in all his little 
fabric so exact a symmetry appears, as is admira- 
ble to behold. The very first day he is placed 
in his new habitation, he cleanses and adorns 
it, and makes it fit to begin his work ; and from 
that day all the bees join cheerfully in the work, 
and jointly and severally study to promote the 
common good. I observed also in their work, 
how they gathered honey both from flowers and 
weeds, and, as 1 thought, made little difference, 
but extracted the quintessence of them for their 
own use, and that without any damage, so far as 
I could perceive, to the herb or flower. 

These, and some such like considerations and 

observations, made me to think these poor insects 

resemble a diligent CVir\sX\^Tv,vi)^o VKv^tw^'Si^N^v 
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)r his Master's glory, and the enriching of 
I sonl^ and gathers good from all events. 
!re the slothful Christian may be sent to 
JO the bee, as Solomon sends him to the 
jam diligence, Prov. vi. 6. There is great 
ivhy men should be more diligent than these 
sects : the diligence of the one is for the 
' the others for the body. I f the one want, 
inds its misery ; if the other want, death 
its torment. These poor creatures have 
; to excite them but a natural instinct; but 
s the use of reason, the directions of the 
re, and the assistance of the Spirit, the 
y, conscience, etc. to animate him. These 
deed flowers and herbs, trees and weeds, 
gather honey from ; but man has a larger 
) wander over, even the whole creation : 
\ not a stone, or dead tree, or withering 
, or falling leaf^ or decaying flower, but 
i\d him wisdom, if he have the heavenly 
extracting it. They are feeble creatures ; 
endowed with more strength. We have a 
prize before us, and have a better help. 
(1 work by day or by night, in winter and 
r, in frost and snow, when they are hin- 
and yet, to our shame be it spoken, they 
re diligent, and we more negligent. 
y soul, how may these little insects rise 
udgment against thee, and condenln thee, 
ast hitherto done little ; winter is drawing 
ce: what provision hast thou made? The 
pproacbes, when no man caci work i ^hal 
ast thou gathered*? TlViox3l\vw\.\vk\^%\'^- 
3 a sumnner as mostitv tW viwXftLXv^.^^^^^^ 



f 
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and a long harvest, and yet art thou unfurnishe 
what will be the issue of it? will the season 
grace always last? The Bridegroom is coraii 
where is thy oil ? the marriage feast is near, wh< 
is thy wedding garment ? 

O my God, pardon my former neglects a 
mispending of precious time. Lord, keep i 
close to my work, during my little time that ^ 
remains, and succeed me in it, that I may gat! 
honey against the coming winter, and may not 
unprovided at death. 



And that, knowing the time, that now it 
high time to awake out of sleep : for now is c 
salvation nearer than when we believed. 1 
night is far spent, the day is at hand : let 
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and 
us put on the armour of light. — But put ye 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision 
the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof, Rom. x 
11, 12, 14. 

See then that ye walk circumspectly, not 
fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, becai 
the days are evil, Eph. v. 15, 16. 

For yourselves know perfectly that the day 
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 
Therefore let us not sleep, as do others : but 
us watch and be sober. For. they that sic 
sleep in the night ; and they that be drunken i 
drunken in the night. But let us, who are of i 
day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of fa 
and Jove ; and for an he\met, t\ie \vo^feo^ ^^ 
^^'on, I Thess. v. 2, 6—8. 



XXXII. UPON MANY CREATURES SEEMINGLY 

DEAD IN WINTER. 

When I considered how divers insects, some 
serpents, and other animals, which in the heat of 
summer are active and lively, but without wis- 
dom or inclination to make any provision for 
the coming winter, are yet, by the mighty power 
of God, preserved during it without meat ; for 
though they sleep, and even seem to die, yet in 
the following spring, when the sun returns in his 
strength, they recover, and the species is con- 
tinued : — this made me admire the wonderful 
providence of the only wise God, that these crea- 
tures should live the one-half of the year without 
food. It reminded me of God's question to the 
prophet, and of his answer. God says, '< Caja 
these bones live?" and he said, " O Lord God?^, 
thou knowest," Ezek. xxxvii. 3. It is not in *' 
man's power to preserve them, nor beyond the 
power of God : with man it seems impossible, 
but '' with God all things are possible," Matt. 
xix. 26. Men may want power to execute their 
will ; nature herself may be interrupted in her 
course, as it was when the fire burned not up the 
three .worthies, and the water did not drown 
Peter walking upon it : Satan may be crossed, 
and chained up that he caut\o\. Vv\wV% \i\3X^Vsi 
can hinder the Almighty : iViexe *\^ wo'Ccvw^ ^"^^^^ 
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overmatch an omnipotent arm. This mad 
tliink, also, God can preserve his children's 
in spite of his enemies. ** If they tate away 
meat," saith the martyr, " God can take away 
hunger." Why not, as well as he does the ser 
other creatures ? and he will do it rather tha 
promise shall fail. Elijah goes in the streng 
one meal forty days, and, had God pleasi 
might have been forty years ; for he could 
preserved the Israelites forty years in the wi 
ness without food as well as with food 
heaven, and as well as he preserved their 
ments from waxing old. ** I have led you 
years in the wilderness : your clothes are 
waxen old upon you, and thy shoe is not w 
old upon thy foot," Deut. xxix. 5. They ne 
not to care what they should eat, or what 
should drink, or wherewithal they shouh 
clothed. Matt. vi. 31, for God made prov 
for all these wants ; they were maintaine 
God's cost and charges. 

Methought also, this cessation of action in 1 
creatures in winter, did much resemble s 
which, if God pleased, might be as long in < 
animals ; and, were it not common, wouh 
thought wonderful and little differing from d 
itself: and yet experience shows us, that w 
seems to destroy nature, restores and refirc 
it. But, above all, it resembles our lying it 
grave, and our rising again at the resurrect 
for the body sleeps in the dust till the last 
/?5 these creatures do in their holes till the w 
/s past, and the spring a\ipTO?)ie\\e^ \ ^xv^ 
^y will he levi red by tT\e Suu o^ \\^\V^o\x: 
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and life put into it ; then these dry bones shall 
live. This I know some question and some 
deny, possibly because they cannot fathom the 
depth of this providence; and, were they not 
convinced by yearly experience of the other, they 
vould deny that also, and would think it could 
not be, that creatures should have their life pre- 
served the one half of the year at least without 
food, because they know not how it should be. 
But I think few articles of our faith are more 
clearly proved in Scripture than this of the re- 
surrection. But many men, I fear, are wilfully 
blind ; their lives and conversations being so de- 
bauched, they would believe, at least wish they 
could believe, there were no resurrection of the 
body, yea, that the soul were mortal as well as 
the body, and that the death of the one were the 
destruction of the other also ; but the time is 
coming, they shall find the contrary to their 
sorrow. Both Scripture and reason speak plainly 
that the soul is immortal, and that the body par- 
taking with it in holiness or sin, shall also par- 
take with it in weal or woe ; and that there will 
be a day of retribution, when those who now 
suffer for Christ shall then reign with him, and 
those who sin shall suffer for their sin. The con- 
trary to this cannot stand with Scripture revela- 
tions, the threatenings of the law, the promises 
of the gospel, nor with Divine justice itself; and 
why should any think it impossible for God to 
gatJier our dust together, and raise up our dead 
bodies at the last, who yet believe that there k a 
God, and that Jie hatb m^d^ \ioV w^ ^sx-^x^^^^ 
the whole creation of nol\i\T\^,^vv^>^v?\Ni«^\^^'^ 
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is just, and will make good both his promises and 
threatenings, and that nothing is too hard for an 
omnipotent arm ? 

O my soul, distrust not God's word, question 
not his power. He that can make all things of 
nothing, can of thy scattered ashes raise up thy 
dead body to life, and reunite it to thy soul ; 
and he that says he will do it, will certainly 
perform it : heaven and earth shall pass, but not 
one tittle of his word shall pass till all be ful- 
filled. Call not in question the power and pro- 
vidence of God, but labour to have a part in the 
first resurrection, that the second death may have 
no power, Rev. xx. 6. Get fitted for death and 
judgment; get sin pardoned and subdued, which 
is the sting of death ; get grace implanted, and 
thy soul married unto Christ; then needest thou 
not fear death, nor the resurrection. 

O my God; strengthen my faith, confirm my 
hope, and increase my love to thee ; and let me 
long for the time that I may enjoy thee in glory, 
and lie for ever in thy everlasting arms. 

Is any thing too hard for the Lord? Gen« 
xviii. 14. 

Why should it be thought a thing incredible 
with you, that God should raise the dead ? Acts 
xxvi. 8. 

But I would not have you to be ignorant, bre- 
thren, concerning them which are asleep, that y< 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope 
For if we believe that Jesus d\ed ^xid toae a^in. 
eyen so them also which sleep \vi ^e.^v» ni'^ ^j^ 
^r/hg- with him, I Thess. \v. \3,\4. 



XXXIII.— UPON THE SINGING OF BIRDS. 

iN I observed, in a warm morning in the 
ig-time, how merrily the birds did chirp and 
, in every tree, and hedge, and bush, and in 

language did chant out their Maker's praise 
their Benefactor's glory, and what various 
3 and notes they sent forth, each one adding 
ithing to the melody ; this occasioned in me 
olio wing meditation. These little birds, that 
ler reap nor sow, nor carry into bams, Matt« 
6, live upon their Creator's providence, and 
1 they have eaten their breakfast, know not 
:e to have their dinner, but depend upon 
- Maker's allowance ; and yet how cheerful 

unconcerned they seem to be, void of care 

fear : when hunger returns, they seek their 
t where Divine Providence directs them, and 

no care for the morrow, leaving it to God to 
e provision for them. ** The eyes of all wait 
1 thee ; and thou givest them their meat in 
season. Thou openest thine hand, and sa- 
jst the desire of every living thing," Psa. 
. 15, 16. 

[le consideration of this made me reflect 
1 my own self, and to observe my own faults 
failings. O my soul, atl xvoX. XJcvwv*^'^}^ ^^- 
?d by these little creatuTe%,TMv^\vasX^<^>^^^'^ 
'ed thyself worse to iVi^ GodiVXiaxvXJsNS.^'^^^ 
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doDe? Art not thou better than many spai 
Luke xii. 7. Why then dost thou desponc 
than they, and distrust thy Father's provii 
Hast not thou more promises to depend up( 
ever they had ? and more esperiences of 
Providence, both in former deliverances an 
tinual protection and provision ? Tiiou h: 
use of reason, which they want, to assist thi 
some comfortable hopes of the truth of grai 
that God has accepted thee, received thee i 
family, and adopted thee for his child ; the 
the word and ordiDances to bear thee up, ant 
promises of Divine protection and provision 
they have not ; many encouragements froi 
himself ; read Matt. vi. 25, to the end, and 
X, throughout, and see whether there 1 
cause of desponding. It is thy duty to be ' 
for nothing, but to make thy request kn< 
God in prayer, Phil. iv. 6. Children mak 
needs known to their parents, and trust 
them fear no want ; nor need they, their | 
take care for them : and these very birds, i J 
observed and diligently heeded, might roo 
distracting cares out of thy heart, and teac 
to cast BJI thy care upon God, who car 
thee. 

But though thou hast not wanted, th 
questioning with Israel, " Can God fur 
table in the wilderness V Psa. Ixxviii. 1 9. 
if this cruse of oil fail, and this barrel of m 
wasted ? what shall I eat ? what shall I 
e/ien ? OF wherewithal shaU I be clothed? I 
or these things happen, wliat, wW Wtom' 
^r mine ? IViiat if famine come'* ot vjV. 



ITFOK THB SINGING OF BIRDS. ] 15 

put into prison ? or that little I have be taken 
from me ? What if I be banished, sent into some 
remote wilderness, etc. bow shall I be fed ? how 
shall I be clothed ? what will become of my wife 
and children ? etc. As if, when the pipe is cut, 
there were no water in the fountain. Are not these 
sometimes thy thoughts and fears ? and though 
thou hast bad many silencing providences, and 
God unexpectedly has removed thy doubts, and 
answered thy objections, yet, upon new appre- 
hensions of danger, how hard dost thou find it to 
trust Grod, upon his bare word, when the world 
frowns? or to depend upon him when deliver- 
ance IS out of sight? Has not Christ himself 
told thee, that if thou seek first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness, all other things 
shall be added unto thee. Matt. vi. 33. Grace 
is the way to glory, and holiness to happiness ; 
if men be not gracious, there is no heaven to be 
had ; if they are, they shall have heaven, and 
earth also : for godliness has the ** promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come," 
1 Tim. iv. 8. All earthly enjoyments that are 
good for thee, are entailed upon piety ; but alas ! 
file strength of the ground is so spent in nou- 
rishing weeds and trash, that the good corn is 
starved and choked : these thorns choke the 
seed, and it becomes unfruitful, Matt. xiii. 22. 
Has not God promised that he will '* never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee V Heb. xiii. .5 ; and is 
not this better than if all the kings upon earth 
had said to thee that thou shalt want nothing 
that is good. And wo\x\d%\. xJ^oxslXy^n^^ >^'^ >^\^ 
Is hurtful ? was he evei Vlwovqw Vo \isi. ^<ywi. '^'^ 
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Ills word ? and canst thou imagine he will 
tail thee ? Will he that feeds the fowls, 
clothes the grass, starve the children ? 

O my soul, make sure of the main thing 
use diligence for the rest. Cast thy care 
God, and make thy requests known to God 
he can as well deny himself, as deny thee ii 
lawful suit : five thousand years' experience 
not produce an instance of any godly mai 
was forsaken. Make sure of the main cove 
and all other things will be given in. 

O my God, *' I believe ; help thou mine i 
lief,'' Mark ix. 24 : pardon my distractinj 
distrustful thoughts, increase my faith, si 
my doubts and fears, by clearing up m) 
dences for heaven. 




Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; 
praise upon the harp unto our God : who c 
eth the heaven with clouds, who preparetl 
for tlie earth, who maketh grass to grow 
the mountains. He giveth to the beast his 
and to the young ravens which cry, Psa. c 
7—9. 

Be careful for nothing ; but in every thii 
prayer and supplication with thanksgivin 
your requests be made known unto God. 
the peace of God, which passeth all unders 
ing, shall keep your hearts and minds thi 
Christ Jesus, Phil. iv. 6, 7. 

Godliness is profitable unto all things, h 
promise of the Ih'e that now is, ^ud oi \\va.\. 
^'sio come, 1 Tim. iv. 8. 



KXIV. — UPON THE TONES OP A PARROT. 

UNO a parrot talk and counterfeit man's 
9 and utter words which yet he understood 

when I had considered it, I thought it 
a lively emblem of a hypocrite : for as this 

imitates man, and counterfeits his voice, 
>es a hypocrite imitate a true Christian, 
in words and gestures, speaks as he speaks, 
lets as he acts, for what action or what duty 
I Christian perform, as to the external part 
, which a hypocrite cannot, does not do? 
here is no herb in the garden, but there is 

counterfeit of it in the field, which resem- 
it, so there is no grace in the heart of a be- 
', but the hypocrite has its counterfeit, 
t can a true Christian do in respect of duty, 
a hypocrite can do also, yea, sometimes 

to exceed him ? And as in duty, so in con- 
ce and discourse, it is hard to discern the 
rom the other. There is indeed a difference 

both in garb and language ; the one is truly 
tiful, the other is but paint and varnish, which 

makes to fade : they speak, it is true, the 

things, but the one speaks what he knows, 
he other by hearsay ; both may discourse of 
ieep mysteries of religion, but the one class 
rstandeth not wbat l\ve^ «vj • ^wsl ^ Vtsi& 
t/an discourse of TeAem^\AQXv,\^"^^^NRX'^'*^^'^ 
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I 

\ convenioDy adoption, sanctificationy etc. ' 

i the otlier also : but the one speaks what 1 

\ the other not ; the Christian finds the ms 

y tokens of it in his own soul, the other no 

I . the one discourse of the workings of the i 

the heart of a believer, the actings of g 

communion with Ood, etc. ? so can the oth 

; the one utte^ his experiences of the gooi 

' God, the canity of the creature, the bittc 

sin, the comforts Mid directions of the S{ 

beauty of holiness, etc. ? the other can co 

-• also. But all this while the hypocrite's h< 

1 tongue agree not : he declaims against 

! which he loves, and pleads for the holin 

I' integrity which he secretly hates and abh( 

/ speaks well of God and his laws, his ore 

<^' and his people, which in his heart he 

The knowledge of the one differs from th 

ledge of the other as much as that of a 

who has been at Rome, or Venice, or Jei 

or Constantinople, and has seen those 

^i' and known then: inhabitants, and dwelt 

^" them, differs from his who has only h 

^. read of them, or spoken with those wl 

seen them. The latter perhaps may s 

much (nay more) of the situation of th 

the manners of the people, the governme 

^ toms and laws they are ruled by, than th 

A can ; yet their knowledge is not alike. ' 

I is assured by ocular demonstration of \ 

J speaks, the other not : ** These eyes saw 

X one; " These ears beard it," a^ivlli the oti 

^ it IS here, one speaks what Vie \ltvovj^, \ 

n^Aat he bears. Or it la VvVe \\v^ 
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between the knowledge of a diseased person, and 
that of a physician ; the latter can speak more 
of the causes, signs, and symptoms of the dis- 
ease, and more learnedly describe it, but the 
other feels what he says, and knows the working 
of the disease in anotner way than the physician 
who has only read of it, or heard of it from 
others. This is the difference of the knowledge 
between the sincere Christian and the hypocrite ; 
the one speaks knowingly, experimentally, feel- 
ingly, truly ; the other speaks by rote, dissem- 
blingly, and falsely, pretending to experience 
which he has not. 

O my soul, take heed of contenting and satis- 
fying thyself with a bare notional knowledge, 
without experimental heart knowledge ; it is not 
that which floats in the head, but that which 
sinks down and seasons the heart and life that 
will do thee good ; the former a man may carry 
along with him to hell, yea, the devils have it in 
a greater measure than the most knowing man. 
Though bad words may, yea will condemn thee, if 
not repented of ; yet good words, if any such can 
be, without good actions and good hearts, can- 
not save thee ; yea, thou wilt be guilty of self- 
condemnation in justifying what thou dost not 
labour after. If godliness and a holy life be good, 
why dost thou not live thus ? If not, why dost 
thou speak thus ? Why do not thy heart and 
tongue agree. Sincerity is the true philosopher's 
stone ; it turns all into gold, and makes weak 
performances acceptable ; hypocrisy turns all 
into dross. 
Omy God, grant me\\e^\X.V\vo\iV&^'^^'5^^^'^ 



^ 
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as head knowledge, lest I go lo lii 
in my hand. Sucli knowledge m 
me, not to save me. To talk of i 
walk in it, tittle profits ; to speni 
not enjoy it, will do me no i^ood 
be ia substance what I am in si 
make me such as I ought lo be i 



This people draw neat mc w 

and with their lips do honour n 
moved their heart fat from me 
toward me is taught by the preci 
xxix. 13. 

Tliey come unto thee as the pei 
they sit before thee as my peopli 
thy words, but they will not dc 
their mouth they shew much lovi 
goeth after their covetousness, E 

And when thou prayest, thou 
the hypocrites are : for they lovi 
ing in the synagogues and in tl 
streets, that they may be seen ol 
say unto you, They have their ret 
ye pray, use not vain repetitions 
do : for they think that they si 
their much speaking. Matt. vi. i 

Not every one that saitli unto 
shall enter into the kingdom of 
that doeth the will of my Father 
ven. Matt. vii. 21. 

The kingdom of God is not 
power, I Cor. iv. -20. 



XXXV. UPON BIRDS OBSERVING THEIR SEASONS 

OF COMING AND RETURNING. 

When I observed the cuckoo, the swallow, and 
many other sorts of birds, how exactly they ob- 
sery^ their seasons, both in coming and return- 
ing ; and all other birds, how exact they were 
in theit building and breeding, and lost not the 
opportunity, nor neglected the season ; it brought 
to my mind God's complaint against Israel, his 
own people, and I thought how justly it might be 
charged against us. '* The stork in the heaven 
knoweth her appointed times ; and the turtle and 
the crane and the swallow observe the time of 
their coming ; but my people know not the judg- 
ment of the Lord," Jer. viii. 7. As if he should 
say, " These silly birds, by a natural instinct, 
without the use of reason, know the times and 
seasons of their going and returning; but my 
people, who have greater helps and advantages, 
yet take no notice of the seasons of grace, and of 
the times of their visitation. He complains like- 
wise, " The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass 
his master's crib : but Israel doth not know, my 
people doth not consider," Isa. i. 3 : few con- 
sider the time of their visitation, or take notice 
of the footsteps of God's departure. Christ also 
complains of such as could diacetu the fa.c.e.QC tKo. 
sky, hut could not discetu l\xe i\^^ ^l ^^ \\\ssRa»^ 
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Matt. xvi. 2, 3 ; as if he ihould say, " Are you 
weather-wise that you can foresee the rain, ana 
are you ao ignorant of Scripture that you know 
not the time when the Meeaiah should come V " 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thoti that kiUest the pro- 
phets, and Btouestthem which are sent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gatbereth lier chickens un- 
der her wings, and ye would not," Matt, xxiii. 37. 
" When he was come near, he beheld the city, and 
wept over it, saying. If thou hadst known, even 
thou, at least in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace ! but oow they are hid 
from thine eyes," Luke xix. 41, 42. They had 
lived under the ministry long, but no change 
was perceived. 

O poor man, how art thou degenerated, even 
below the fowls of heaven, or the beasts of die 
earth ! Thou wast made a prince over the works 
of God's hands, and all the terrestrial crea- 
tures were subjected to thee, and now art thou 
sent to the ox and ass to learu of them thy duty; 
and does their understanding outreach thine! 
Most men are apt enough to take advantage* for 
the world ; they will not neglect seed-time, nor 
harvest, neither will they omit fair or market 
which their business may call them to ; they suit 
their business to the season of the vear; the 

' mariner observes both the wind and tide. And 

yet these very persons, whom the world call good 

' managers, are very fools in reference to the nvt, 

and let slip spiritual advantages; they provide 

not in summer for winter, in X\ie4aL'jfo\"i*TO^h!t. 

nor ill this life for that ■wV\c\\ 'w W) come, '^ci* 
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the candle of the Lord shines upon our heads, and 
through his light we walk through darkness ; the 
secret of the Lord is upon our pavilion, Job xxix. 
3, 4 : the season of grace is yet continued ; the 
harvest is not quite over ; the market-day is not 
past, and we may lay in provision for the soul ; 
the means of grace are yet afforded us. But 
how soon winter may approach we know not ; 
how soon the sun of the gospel may set, and 
night come, we cannot tell, *' when no man can 
work— the shadows of the evening are stretched 
out,** John ix. 4 ; Jer. vi. 4 ; and the night seems 
to be approaching, and ere long our day may be 
over, and never dawn again. It is our wisdom 
to observe our season, and work while we have 
the light. The time of our visitation is called a 
day, ior the shortness of it, and yet we are not 
sure this day shall have twelve nours ; many a 
man's sun sets at noon. God may remove his can- 
dlestick from us, as he did from the seven Asian 
churches ; or his dwelling from us, as from Shiloh ; 
and where are we then ? " Go ye now unto my 
place which was in Shiloh, where I set my name 
at the first, and see what I did to it for the wick- 
edness of my people Israel," Jer. vii. 12. And may 
not he say thus of England ? What assurance 
have we more than they of Grod's continued pre- 
sence, if our sins equal theirs ? The abuse of 
mercies, the contempt of the ordinance, the abuse 
of his ministers, and the making light of Christ 
himself, are crying sins, and may well awaken 
anxiety. 

O my soul, observe the sea^oii^ o^ ^^rj^^qx^^^ 
to thee by God ; for, whether tVio\i\iftYtQN^N5Kv^^^ 
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not, they must be upon thine account, 
opportunities put into thy hands. Impi 
talent God hath lent thee, and let non 
thee. Cherish every motion of the S 
blow it up into a flame. This is thy : 
where thou must sow what thou mus 
eternity ; " Whatsoever a man soweth, 
he also reap. For he that soweth to his 
of the flesh reap corruption ; but he th 
to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap lifn 
ing;" and " he which soweth sparingly 
also sparingly ;" Gal. vi. 7, 8 ; 2 Cor. i 
also is thy harvest-time, lay in for win 
thy market-day, fetch in provision ; it i 
or never, neglect it not. 

O my God, rouse up my dull and dr 
by some quickening considerations, ai 
not sleep away my time in security ; n 
me on by some affection, than suffer i 
short of my journey's end. Let me 1 
day as if it were my last, and perform e 
as if I were presently to give an accour 
God. 



Lord, make me to know mine end 
measure of my days, what it is ; that 1 1 
how frail I am. Behold, thou hast 
days as an handbreadth ; and mine age 
thing before thee, Psa. xxxix. 4, 5. 

So teach us to number our days, tha 

apply our hearts unto wisdom. — O $ 

early with thy mercy ; that vje m^^ v 

be glad all our days, Psa. xc \*I,\^- 



XXXVI. — ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A WELL 
MANAGED AND A NEGLECTED ORCHARD. 

When I observed the difference between a well 
manured and well managed orchard, and one that 
was slighted and carelessly cultivated : when I be- 
held in the one the trees orderly ranked, not too 
near nor at too great a distance, carefully pruned 
alsOy and freed from superfluous branches, and 
the suckers cleansed from moss and other of- 
fensive enemies ; the whple manured and fenced 
from the violence of cattle ; and, in a word, that 
the orchard answered expectation, and made 
amends for the care and cost : whereas the other 
was neither handsome to the eye, nor profitable to 
the owner, lying open to the beasts of the field, out 
of order and shape ; some trees too thick, others 
too thin ; most overgrown with moss, suckers, can- 
kers, and unprofitable branches ; the ground over- 
run with briers, brambles, and other unprofitable 
weeds; and the fruit, thus choked and spoiled, 
proved accordingly. By this I saw the difference 
between diligence and sloth: "In all labour," 
saith Solomon, "there is profit," Prov. xiv. 23; 
that is, all honest labour. We should work with 
our hands the thing that is good, Eph. iv. 28. 
Some iabour diligently lo do t«\\scfeki\ ^.wd l-ak^ 
pains to go to hell ; theie *\^ «wv5i^ \;^c2?vvV. vcv 
this work : and some lake gce^X. ^ivos» V» «a!>a5> 



126 DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A WEI^L MANAGED 

purpose. Some take as much pains to spend i 
their estate, as others do to acquire it ; and more ; 
pains in the way to hell, than others in the way 
to heaven. But diligence, even in earthly busi- 
ness, is doubtless a commanded duty, and neg- 
ligence is a forbidden sin ; the one brings profit 
and the other loss. The apostle says of those 
that will not labour, that they shall not eat, 
2 Thess. iii. 10: and it is an apostolical com- 
mand, that we labour with our hands, that we 
may be able to give to those that need, Eph. 
iv. 28. ** He becometh poor," says Solomon, 
'' that dealeth with a slack hand : but the hand 
of the diligent maketh rich," Prov. x. 4. DiU- 
gence usually, though not constantly, is attended 
with abundance ; but the sluggard shall be co- 
vered with rags. We read, in Prov. xxiv. 30 
— 34, that Solomon " went by the field of the 
slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void of 
understanding; and, lo, it was all grown over 
with thorns, and nettles had covered the face 
thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken 
down. Then I saw, and considered it well : I 
looked upon it, and received instruction. Yet 
a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding 
of the hands to sleep : so shall thy poverty 
come as one that travelieth ; and thy want as an 
armed man," that is, unexpectedly and irresisti- 
bly. Idleness is the nurse of beggary, the mo- 
ther of misery, and the forerunner of ruin. 

This made me raise my meditations a little 
higher. I comidcvtdiy '\i idVenes?, \i^ ^o ^eat a 
h/nclcruncc to worldly advantages, >nW\.\^\\.\Jcv^w 
o spiritnra] profits ? If ground xvoX. nv^Tvvx\e^\i^vtv^^ 
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brtli briers and thorns, weeds and thistles, what 
?ill the soul bring forth if it be neglected ? this will 
K)on abound with sins and vices, lusts and cor- 
uptioDS. The soul is more subject to the weeds 
)f sin, than any field or garden can be to briers or 
horns, or other noisome things ; and more dili- 
^nce is required to keep it in order, and there is 
nore danger in the neglect. Briers and thorns 
ire not more natural to the ground since the curse, 
han sin and corruption to the soul since the fall. 

O my soul, refuse no pains, neglect no labour, 
leaven will make amends for all; pluck up thy 
ins by the root, and content not thyself to lop 
iff the branches; regulate tliy affection, subdue 
hy headstrong passions, bring under thy will, 
ind make it submit to God*s will ; set a watch 
)ver thy heart, look well to thy words and 
houghts as well as to thy actions ; set a guard 
»ver thy senses, otherwise the enemy will enter ; 
ake heed of thy company, for seldom good is 
^ot by ill companions. Beware of Satan's tempt- 
itions and the world's allurements; avoid all 
occasions to sin, nay, all appearances of evil, 
ind know that for all the pains thou canst take 
hou shalt be rewarded. Heaven will make thee 
imends ; but the sluggard is never likely to come 
here. 

O my God, I have been this spiritual sluggard ; 
t is I have neglected my field and vineyard, and 
lence are all those briers and brambles sprung 
ip. Lord, help me to double my diligence and 
mend my pace, and so run that I ma^ obtaici^ 
id so fight as to conquer, \ Cot.'viL,^^. 



WXVII. — rrON a great tree SPUINUlNCi FROM 

A SMALL KERNEL. 

When I beheld some fruit trees grown to a 
large stature, the persons being yet alive that 
set them of small kernels, and that not very 
many years ago ; the consideration thereof led me 
to contemplate the mighty power of God, who, 
from such contemptible beginnings, could pro- 
duce so large a body ; and that of the smaO 
seeds of the cypress tree, such a huge bulk 
should so soon proceed ; and that a slender 
acorn should bring forth so vast a tree as some 
oaks are, carrying so many tons of timber. 

This brought to my mind the parable of the mus- 
tard seed, Matt. xiii. 31 , 32, where Christ tells us, 
though it be the least of seeds, that it grows up to 
a great tree, and that suddenly, so that the fowls 
of heaven lodge in the branches of it ; for though, 
in our northern climates, it arrive not to that siase, 
yet travellers speak much of the greatness of it 
in hotter countries. Our Saviour Christ's inten- 
tion in this parable, is to teach us, that as from 
this small seed proceeds a great tree, so is also 
the progress of the gospel, which though at first 
it seems contemptible, yet is quick and powerful, 
and wonderM in operation ; Vieeovawi^ ^ teaort 
Jn prosperity for shadow, \n adNemVj^ot^^lfew^^* 
Jn the promulgation of l\ie ^os^t\ ^tws\> «av^ 
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beginnings, namely, by a few poor unlearned , 
fishermen, it was carried, as on eagles' wings, 
to the end of the earth, and in a short time sub- 
dued potent princes, who set themselves against 
it, to the admiration of all. In the Reformation, 
too, how strangely was it carried on ! Wickliff, 
John Huss, and Jerome of Prague, paved a way 
and opened a door to Luther, who, with a few 
more, withstood the whole Popish interest, and so 
prevailed against them, that the locusts which 
came out of the bottomless pit were never able, 
by their smoke, to darken the light of the gospel 
again ; but it brake forth more and more to the 
perfect day, even to all men's admiration. In 
many places it was carried on without the ruler's 
consent, yea contrary to his will; in Holland, 
France, Germany, Scotland, and many other coun- 
tries ; so wonderfully did this little grain spread. 
And in this nation, by what unexpected means was 
the Reformation carried on, by a prince who wrote 
against it, and set himself against it, and yet 
was instr^vmental in God's hand to carry on the 
work. God can make use of whom he pleases to 
do his work. Heathen Cyrus must be his servant 
to carry on his design. In the time of Athana- 
sius, how did God vindicate his truth, by small 
means, against a world of Arians, and made him 
victorious against them all ! " The word of God 
is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a diaceruet oC tlsfe \.\sa\y^o^a» 
and iutents of the heart " Yle\>. Vv . \^. 
By the growth of this mw^l^xA ^^^^\^ iv^\^^^ 
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further, not only the spreading abroad of the g 
in thei first promulgation of it, but also the g 
of grace in a Christian's heart, which, thoi 
have a small beginning, yet increases vfc 
fully; the latter end doth greatly increase 
viii. 7. When the new creature, grace, is fc 
in the soul by the finger of God, it grows 
maturity till it comes to a perfect man. ' 
God speaks a word secretly and suddenly 1 
heart, it fastens itself there, and never re. 
its hold till the work be done, and the new 
ture be formed. It is like Elijah's mantle 
thrown upon Elisha, which made him lea^ 
oxen and run after him, and desire only to ki 
father and mother, and he would follow 
The prophet said, " Go back again : for 
have 1 done to thee?" 1 Kings xix. 19, 20. 
he had done that which so influenced him. 
he would not forsake him till he was taken 
heaven, and remained a prophet to his dying 
When God speaks home to the heart, the 
is done ; when Christ calls Peter and An 
James and John, they leave all to follow 
Matt. iv. 18 — 22. With his word there 
forth a secret power, inclining them to fo 
the woman of Samaria left her pitcher, and 
thew his toll-book, and Zaccheus his syc£ 
tree, yea half of his goods, at Christ's 
The smoking fiax, it is said, shall not be qu 
ed, and the bruised reed shall not be broke 
he bring forth judgment into victory. Mat 
J20. Christ cherishes not ihe stroug oaks onl; 
the bruised reeds also : \\e des\yv^e.^ xvo\. \>c 
of small things, Zech. iv. 10. T\\e\^^?X.^ 
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fire may be cherished into a flame, and the least 
true grace will be growing; the very pantings 
after Christ, and dissatisfaction without liim, 
are highly accounted of by him. The earth- 
quake occasioned such a disquietude in the 
jailor, that he cried out, ** What must I do to be 
saved?" Acts xvi. 30; and the preaching of 
Peter. to those who put Christ to death, so reached 
their heart, that nothing would satisfy till they 
knew how they should be saved : so powerful is 
the word when applied by God to the heart. 

O my soul, though the church of God be 
brought low, despair not yet, it has been so in 
fonner times, yet recovered ; and Christ has 
told thee, ** The gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it," Matt. xvi. 18. God will yet say to 
these dry bones, Live; and if thy grace be 
feeble, despair not ; if it be true, though but as 
a grain of mustard seed, it will spring. If thou 
art but smoking flax, thou shalt not be quench- 
ed ; if a bruised reed, thou shalt not be broken. 

O my God, blow upon that spark thou hast 
given me, that it be not extinguished ; remove 
the aslies of corruption, that it may appear. 



The stone cut out without hands — became a 
great mountain, and filled the whole earth, Dan. 
ii. 34, 35. 

In the last days it shall come to pass, that the 
mountain of the house of the Lord shall be esta- 
blished in the top of the mourvtavw^, -accw^ \\. ^\-?>^ 
he exalted above the hills ; axvA \>eo^^ ^^S)^*^^^ 
unto It, Micah iv. 1, 



XXXVIII.— UPON A CRAB TREE AFTERWARDS 

GRAFTED. 

Observing one tree in the orchard wild by ni 
ture, which, though it had the same husbandi 
as the rest, was dressed and pruned by the san: 
hand, and digged and manured as the others were 
though it grew in as rich a soil, and was refreshe 
with the same sun, and watered with the san 
showers, yet still it brought forth sour and ui 
pleasant fruit ; and neither art nor labour coul 
alter it, till I caused it to be grafted, and s 
changed the nature of it, and then the saic 
means used made it answer our expectation. Th 
made me consider that this was the very ret 
son why there was so much difference betwee 
persons that live under the same means of grac< 
under the same ministry, enjoying the same oi 
dinances ; yet some bear good fruits, some bai 
Surely* the fault is not in the means, but in tl 
men. I have read of Melancthon, that when I 
came to preach the gospel, he preached with sue 
convincing arguments, and so much Scriptui 
light, that he was persuaded that he could h«\ 
convinced any man ; but after long trial he foun 
the contrary, and was fain to confess that ol 
Adam was too strong for young Melancthon. 
Jiave often wondered \\ow dxvvcvV^x^^, ^>N^"5yx^\ 
adulterers, or other debauched ^vtwvet^, ^ci\\^ 
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unconcerned under powerful discourses, when 
both the chapter and verse of the Bible have been 
quoted where they are excluded heaven ; but when 
I considered that Paul may plant, and Apollos 
may water, but it is God that gives the increase, 
1 Cor. iii. 6, my wonder ceased. Man can but 
speak to the ear, but God speaks to the heart. 
The same sun soflens wax and hardens clay. 
When the sun shines, and the rain falls upon a 
fruitful pasture, it makes it more fruitful ; but 
when upon the heath in the desert, it is little 
the better. The reason why one hearer bears 
good fruit and another bad, under the same mi- 
nistry, is, the one is engrafted into Christ, the 
other is not, but grows upon the stock of nature. 
All the watering and manuring in the world will 
not make a thorn bring forth grapes, or a thistle 
figs. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit, 
80 that the tree is known by his fruit. Matt. vii. 
19, 20. " I am the vine," saith Christ, *' ye are 
the branches : He that abideth iu me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do nothing," John xv. 5. 
When a man abides in the stock of nature, he 
can bring forth no savoury fruit to God. If the 
fountain be polluted, the streams cannot be clear. 
If the heart be bad, the life cannot be good. Of 
such God saith, •* Their vine i^ of the vine of 
Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah : their 
grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are bit- 
ter," Deut. xxxii. 32. The vine is the evil na- 
ture, and the grapes are the V\e\L^^ \io\Vs»* ^>i^. 
when they are engrafted *m lYve Vixx^Nvaa,'^'^"^ 
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have sap and nourishment from the root; the 
the buds of good desires and the blossoms ( 
good resolutions spring forth, and after that tli 
fruit of good works. Other professors are bi 
like the ivy which adheres to, and has some she 
ter and support from the oak, but which sti 
stands upon its own root, and bears its own frui 
Unregenerate men live to themselves ; trade f( 
themselves, attribute all to themselves, an 
have no higher end than themselves, but a gti 
cious soul, as it receives sap and vigour froi 
Christ, so it bears fruit to Christ; and as it receive 
all from Christ, so it will employ all for hin 
when others " sacrifice unto their net, and bui 
incense unto their drag ; because by them the 
portion is fat, and their meat plenteous," Hab. 
16. A Christian cries out with the church, " N( 
unto us. Lord ; not unto us : but to thy name I 
the praise." 

O my soul, what fruit dost thou bear? is 
good or bad, sweet or sour, sound or rotten 
Hast thou thy^ourishment from Christ, or froi 
the stock of nature? "By their fruits," sail 
Christ, " ye shall know them," Matt. vii. 2i 
And thus mayest thou know thyself, whether the 
be in the true, or the wild vine. Are thy grap< 
sweet or sour? or art not thou barren after 8 
this manuring? If thou be barren, expect tl 
sentence. Cut him down ; why cumbers he tl 
ground? Luke xiii. 7. Trees that are not f( 
fruit are for fire ; and, if thy fruit be not goo( 
t/iou mayest expect the like doom. Matt. iii. K 
See what God proposed lo do vjXxNxW^Nvcvt^j'hx 
^vliich he had hedged \u ^xvd m^xv\xx^^,^\v^\ 

3 



AFTERWARDS GRAFTED. 135 

brought forth wild grapes, Isa. v. 1 — 6, he re- 
solved to make it a desolation. If thou bring not 
forth good fruit to maturity, it will not be long 
before he will lay down his basket, and take up 
his axe : thou wilt be condemned as well for not 
using, as abusing thy talent. 

O my God, am I implanted into Christ or not? 
I may well fear I am yet upon the stock of na- 
ture ; I bear so little fruit and so bad. Lord, in- 
graft me into Christ, if I be not ; if I be. Lord, 
purge me that I may bring forth more fruit. 



Who can bring a clean thing out of an un- 
clean ? not one. Job xiv. 4. 

Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leo- 
pard his spots? then may ye also do good, that 
are accustomed to do evil, Jer. xiii. 23. 

I am the Vine, ye are the branches. — Herein 
is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; 
so shall ye be my disciples, John xv. 6, 8. 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance: against such there is no law. 
And they that are Christ's have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in 
the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit, Gal. v. 
22—25. 

Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, 
which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and 
praise of God, Phil. i. 11. 



XXXIX. — UPON THE PRUNING OF A TREE. 

When I observed some suckers in a fruit-bear- 
ing tree, which were not only fruitless themselves, 
but robbed the tree of her nourishment, and ren- 
dered it the less fruitful, (for what should have 
fed the rest of the branches fed those luxuriant 
boughs,) I caused these boughs to be taken away, 
that the sap might return to its old course, and 
found afterwards, when the tree was cleansed 
and pruned from these and other unprofitable 
boughs and branches, it flourished better, and 
brought forth more and larger fruit. This put 
me in mind that the great Husbandman deals 
thus by his trees. " I am the true Vine, and my 
Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me 
that beareth not fruit he taketb away : and every 
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it 
may bring forth more fruit :" John xv. 1,2. Some 
aspiring branches he takes away : *' The gum of 
pride and the moss of formality," saith one, *• he 
removes ;" but dresses, supports, shelters, and se- 
cures the branches that bear fruit. Hypocrites are 
here said to be in Christ by profession, or in the 
judgment of charity, when they rather adhere to 
him than inhere in him ; for those who are really 
in him shall never be cut off', oi ^.W lliose that 
A/s Father hath given liini, \\e vj\\\ lioX. Vssfc o\!k^. 
'My Father/' saith he, " which ^^n^ Vheoi m^> 
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is greater than all ; and no man is able to pluck 
them out of my Father's hand," John vi. 39 ; 
X. 29. But there are some, as I said before, 
that only adhere to Christ as the ivy to the oak, 
only as a paralyzed arm adheres to the body, but 
receives neither life, nor heat, nor influence from 
the head or heart. But as in fruit trees there is 
need of cleansing from moss, cankers, and othei 
hinderances and incumbrances ; so the best Chris- 
tianSy as well as the best society, have need oJ 
chastening, that they may bring forth more fruit. 
There are in the best many deformities that may 
be taken away without damage, and the causes re- 
moved. Christ's vines must be trimmed, dressed, 
cleansed, and supported. Nothing requires more 
supporting, more cutting than a vine, that the 
sap nourish not superfluous branches and leaves ; 
and it is better to be cut than wither. We see by 
this the benefit of aiHiction, and that there is no 
cause to complain of God, if he take away the 
cause of some excrescence; all his pruning, 
dressing, cutting, is little enough, and sometimes 
all will not do: see it in his own vineyard. 
" What could have been done more to my vine- 
yard, that I have not done in it ? wherefore, when 
I looked that it should bring forth grapes, 
brought it forth wild grapes," Isa. v. 1 — 6. And 
thereupon he threatens to take away the fence, 
and lay it waste, and break down the wall 
that it may be trodden down, and lay it waste 
that it shall neither be pruned nor digged, but 
may bear briers and thorns, and that Ke will c<\\xv- 
wand the clouds that t\\e^ &\v^\\ xv^N- ^"^vxsv ^x 
more upon it. Now this vVue^^xdiV^ >Jsv^^^ ^'^^^ 

^1 
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be the house of Israel, and the men o 
to be his pleasant plant. 

O my soul, art thou a barren brand 
mayest thou fear the pruning hook. If tl 
barren tree, thou mayest fear the axe, 
fire is likely to be thy end. If thou be; 
little fruit; if God spare thee, thou mayes 
cutting and pruning by affliction. 

O my God, use me as thou wilt ; only 
not down for the fire. Cut me and prun 
thy pleasure ; but forsake me not, nor 
waste. 



Behold, happy is the man whom God 
eth : therefore despise not thou the chj 
of the Almighty, Job v. 17. 

Blessed is the man whom thou chaste 
Lord, and teachest him out of thy law; tl: 
mayest give him rest from the days of ac 
Psa. xciv. 12, 13. 

By this therefore shall the iniquity of J 
purged ; and this is all the fruit to take a 
sin, Isa. xxvii. 9. 

We are chastened of the Lord, that we 
not be condemned with the world, 1 Cor. : 

My son, despise not thou the chastenin 
[ Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked 
' Heb. xii. 5. 

As many as I love, I rebuke and c 
Rev. iii. 19. 



XL. — UPON SUCKERS IN A FRUIT TREE. 

From the suckers before observed in a fruit tree, 
i had also the following: meditation. Observing 
how they grew rank by the nourishment that 
should have fed the tree, and sucked that sap 
that should have made other branches to bear ; 
and as they were unprofitable themselves, so they 
rendered the rest almost useless : I thought they 
much resembled those new opinions which pro- 
fessors sometimes espouse to themselves ; and 
because they differ from others, they therefore 
think themselves more holy than their neighbours, 
and hold their heads higher ; and verily believe 
growing in opinion is growing in grace. Now 
those opinions are ofttimes the offspring of their 
own fancy ; and many times pernicious errors, 
or at least unprofitable things, or matters of no 
great importance : yet are these opinions suffered 
to suck all the sap that should maintain the vi- 
tals of religion, so that the whole tree is thereby 
rendered useless and unprofitable. How many 
are there in our age that might have brought 
God much glory, and his church much good 
who have spent their time and their strength, and 
laid out their zeal simply for the promoting their 
own opinion, perhaps an eiiot, o\ ^\. Vi^%v\>k\i\. 
some lesser disputable ItuVXv; ^^x^Na.^'^ "ss^^xs^- 
some Circumstance of woi?\\\v> ^\veci. vsv >^^s 
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meantime the very fundamentals of religio: 
neglected, and the very vitals languish for ws 
nourishment; for seldom do you see a cb 
tious Christian eminent in the power of godl 
Many men, when they have adopted an opi 
subject it not to the rule, but bring the n 
it; yea, shut their eyes against all that n 
not for it. They are as zealous for their opinic 
if the whole of religion consisted in it; and as il 
could hardly be Christians who were not of 
mind, when perhaps for sixteen hundred 
they cannot find a man of their judgment ; ai 
this while forgetting that the power of godli 
and a holy life, are the main things in relij 
for whatever is in the head, if not in the 
also, is worth nothing. They spen^ so mu 
their strength and zeal for externals, that 
neglect the internals; they have so much 
for or against ceremonies, that they negle< 
substance. 

Yet mistake me not, my design is n< 
make men careless in lesser points, but 
careful in greater. I would not have them 
any sin small, or neglect any known • 
but I would have them proportion their 
according to the weight of the matter, an 
spend it all upon lesser matters, and neglec 
main. I would have no man neglect his 
finger, yet would I have him in the first 
secure his head and heart. He may be a n 
he want his little finger, but not without his 
and his heart. He may be a CVvmu^n, thou 
err about the modes and evTCWYC\?X^we^^ ^i^ 
s/2ip; but he cannot wii\\ou\. \vo\\tv^'s.^ ^w^ 
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rity. " Let all things," saith the apostle, ** be 
done decently and in order," 1 Cor. xiv. 40 : a 
necessary rule, but so extremely perverted, that 
I conceive, through men's corruption, it has pro- 
duced more indecency and disorder than any 
one Scripture besides, the Papists and others 
making this the foundation of all their needless 
ceremonies. 

But to return to the point in hand : my de- 
sire and design is to persuade men to maintain 
the vitals of religion, in the first place, and let 
the strength of their zeal be laid out on them ; 
and for lesser points, if disputable, let every man 
be satij&ed in his own conscience, and grant 
some allowance to others who differ in their 
judgments^ till they themselves are infallibly sure 
that they hold no errors. Take Christ's counsel, 
"Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with 
what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged : 
and with what measure ye mete, it shall be mea* 
sured to you again," Matt. vii. 1, 2. Many men 
are quick-sighted abroad, but blind at home. 
Read the apostle's counsel, Rom. xiv. 1 — 3, etc. 
O my soul, spend not thy time and strength 
in trifles, when thou hast other work to do. Let 
thy greatest zeal be laid out on matters of great- 
est moment. Maintain the vitals of religion, and 
these will maintain thee. Do not doat upon the 
conceptions of thy own fancy, neither censure 
those that differ from thee in circumstantials. 
Love Christ wherever thou seest him, though in 
one of another judgment. 
lA)rd, make me upright \u \Xve \w^\w^ "^ocv^ v^ 
employ and improve all lu^ ^Uew^\5ft. lo\ \^<y^. 




XLT. — UPON A FAIR BUT FRUITLESS TRE 

When I saw a fair and large-spreading tree, 
overtopped and overlooked all the rest, vrhk 
a flourishing head, and a promising shov 
gave great hopes of fruit to all the beho! 
but drawing near, as Christ did, to the leaf 
tree, Matt, xxi. 19, expecting fruit, I found i 
its whole strength was spent in bringing 
leaves, when others which were less piroc 
were richly laden with fruit : so apt are we t 
take, if we judge at a distance. When 
seriously considered it, I thought this tre 
sembled some high-flown professor that ms 
great show in the world, and seems, like 
higher by the head than others are, and 
disdains them as not fit for their society 
oftentimes hypocrites do so by their pooi 
thren called weak Christians. These you 
frequently hear commending their own a 
ments and their own enjoyments, their gifts 
their communion with God; and speaking oi 
holy raptures, their assurance, and such, 
and scarcely acknowledging those as Chri 
who have not indubitable evidence of their i 
tion, or who can lie under fears and dc 
complaining of the hardness of their heart 
load of corruption that lies upon them, their 
of communion with God, wvd feWowship 
Jesus Christy the want o^ ^.^^Mxtovc.^, ^w^ 
Jf'kc. But when I \ia\e come ^ \\V>\^ xss 
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them, and more heedfully observed their course 
of life, I saw that many of these great confidents 
bear little more than leaves ; and that where there 
was so much of tbe tongue, there seemed to be 
but little of the heart ; and their religious duties, 
especially in their family, were cold enough, and 
answered not to their lofty pretensions : often 
the doubting Christians were more constant and 
spiritual in their performances; their lives and 
conversations were more holy towards Grod, and 
more righteous towards men than the others 
were who bare more leaves, but less fruit. Upon 
this observation, I thought the two classes fitly 
resembled the Pharisee and the Publican, Luke 
xviii. 10 — 14: the one brags of his worth, the 
other is ashamed of his duties ; the one comes 
with confidence into God's presence, but the 
other with fear : but Christ tells us that the pub- 
lican was the better man, and better welcome. 
All is not gold that glitters. It is the aspiring 
ear of corn that is most likely to be blasted, while 
such as hang the head are usually the most fruit- 
ful ; it is the humble, self-denying Christian that 
bears most fruit to God, and is most likely to be 
useful in his generation. Grod dwells in the high 
and holy heavens, '' with him also that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of 
the humble," Isa. Ivii. 15. The strongest Chris- 
tian is most sensible of his own wants and weak- 
nesses, as the wisest philosopher could say, '^ I 
know nothing but that I know nothing." I dare 
not then prefer an over-confident boaster before 
a humble Christian ; 1 bad x^AXvet '^xA'^Vs^ •Cs^ixji- 
lifs than by their langu^^<^. T^^i^ "^^^ \s5ax«^ 
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that talk like Christians, but I love to see mer 
-walk like Christians- When the actions are sc 
dissonant to the words, I cannot think the hearl 
and tongue agree. 

O my soul, rather be good than seem so, rathei 
bear fruit than leaves ; for it is fruit and not 
leaves, substance and not a shadow, thy Lord 
expects. He requires good works as well as good 
words, intentions as well as pretences. " Let an- 
other man praise thee, and not thine own mouth ; 
a stranger, and not thine own lips," Prov. 
xxvii. 2. Let a man do worthily in Ephratah, 
and he will be famous in Bethlehem ; he need 
not be his own trumpeter. Honour follows vir- 
tue as the shadow does the substance : those 
that honour God, God will honour ; but those that 
despise him, shall be lightly esteemed, 1 Sam. 
ii. 30. Set the crown upon God's head, and he 
will set the garland upon thine. Let thy own 
works, but not thy own words, praise thee, Prov. 
xxxi. 31. Do well, and thou needest not» with 
Jehu, proclaim thy own praises ; if thy conversa- 
tion give light, doubtless it will not be hid. 

my God, let me stand reproved in thy sight, 
and it matters not what man says of me. 6ive me 
truth in the inward parts, make me sound at the 
heart. Give me sincerity, and I shall then bear 
thee fruit, 

« 

1 know thy works, that thou hast a name 
that thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, 
and strengthen the things which remain, that 

are ready to die : for 1 \\^ve ivoV ^oxxxv^ \)a^ ^Qvk& 
perfect before God, Rev. u\- \y1^ 



XLII. — UPON AN OLD, YET FRUITFUL TREE. 

When I saw an old tree which promised little, yet 
was richly laden, and had not only more fruit than 
those which were younger, and made a greater 
show, but the fruit was better also ; it exceeded 
not only in quantity but also in quality the other 
trees : — this observation made me think such a 
tree resembled much an aged Christian, an old 
disciple, as we read. Acts xxi. 16. Of such it 
may be noticed, that they usually bear more and 
j better fruit than younger professors, their judg- 
ment being ripened and mellowed by experience, 
and themselves usually not so censorious and 
self-willed as the others are, who are apt to con- 
demn all that are not just of their judgment, 
even though they may exhibit as much of Christ 
and a gospel conversation as themselves. This 
consideration brought to . my mind what the 
psalmist says of such ; '' The righteous shall 
flourish like the palm tree : he shall grow like a 
cedar in Lebanon. Those that be planted in the 
house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of 
oar God. They shall still bring forth fruit in 
old age ; they shall be fat and flourishing," Psa. 
xcii. 12 — 14. Those that draw sap from Christ, 
and are gi;afted into him, mu*t w%^<i% \sv\\ ^sxv^ 

rhloom, and bring forth fruil ; tXi^^e. «te. N^^^ v^^^t'^ 
planted by the rivers of water, >«\v\c\\\ix*\^'?> ^^^"^ 
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.J their fruit in their season, Psa. i. 3 ; fc 

^-^ men, so especially aged Christians, 1 

*V!; judgment ripened by experience, and 

\ti by 'i™® 5 *"^ their zeal is not a hot ai 

l\;v zeal, without knowledge — a zeal, like t 

r^y apostles James and John, who would h; 
for fire from heaven to consume the inl 



,^;5 Samaritans, as they said Elijah did, Lu 

Young professors, as I said, are pro 
censorious, apt to condemn those who c 
with their eyes, or who differ from thei 

^i it be in circumstantials and things of s 



cern ; yea, perhaps, will disparage the 
as if their own hearts, like Jehu's, 
touchstone of sincerity, and their own 
the touchstone of truth. But aged ( 
have learned Christ better, and studied 
hearts more, and will yield a grain of { 
to others, as knowing they need it tb 
and where they see the vitals of relii 
served, they will reach out the right ha 
* I lowship, though it be to men of a conl 

suasion, in lesser matters ; yea, they will '. 
better and value them more than they 
of their own persuasion, in whom the 
see such evident signs of grace. There i 
able mention made of an old disciple, 
16 ; a grey-headed, experienced Chi 
father, 1 John ii. 13. ** Ye are th( 
Christ, *' which have continued witli n 
1 appoint unto you a kingdom, as m 
Iiath appointed unto me," Luke xxii. 
God will especially rewatd V\vos.e \\\^\. 
servants. *' Days sliouVd ?>^e^V" ^ 



YET FRUITFUL TREE. 147 

** and multitude of years should teach wisdom/' 
Job xxxii. 7. It was a duty commanded by 
God, and yet is incumbent upon us, to '' rise 
up before the hoary head, and honour the face 
of the old man/' Lev. xix. 32 ; but then much 
more an old Christian. '* The hoary head is a 
crown of glory, if it be found in the way of righ- 
teousness," Prov. xvi. 31. 

O my soul, own Christ wherever thou seest 
him, and make not thy own judgment the test to 
try all other men's ; nor, with Jehu, thine own 
heart the touchstone to try others. Judge the* 
tree by the fruit, not by the leaves ; and profes- 
sors not by their words, but by their works. 
Grow in grace as thou growest in years ; so 
mayst thou be an old disciple. 

U my God, make me fruitful, and let my fruit 
be pleasant to thy taste, and let the last be bet- 
ter than the first. 



Zacharias and Elizabeth were both righteous 
before God, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blameless. — And they 
both were well stricken in years, Luke i. 5 — 7. 

That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, 
sound in faith, in charity, in patience. The 
aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour 
as becometh holiness, Titus ii. 2, 3. 

I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee 
that which is convenient — being such an one as 
Paul the aged, Philem. 8, 9. 



XLIII. — UPON A LEAFY, YET BARREN TREE. 

Finding a tree that at a distance looked wel 
but which produced nothing but leaves when 
expected better fruit, it reminded me of the frui 
less fig tree, mentioned Mark xi. 12 — 14, whic 
disappointed even Christ himself; for he bein 
*' hungry, and seeing a fig tree afar off havin 
leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thin 
thereon : and when he came to it, he found n( 
thing but leaves ; for the time of figs was nc 
yet :" probably the time of ripe figs was not ye 
but in his necessity he would have contente 
himself with those that were green ; and bein 
thus disappointed, he said, *' Let no fruit grow c 
thee henceforward for ever ; and presently the fi 
tree withered away." Methinks this barren tr( 
resembles many in our times, who have a form < 
godliness, but deny the power of it, 2 Tim. iii. 5 
they have leaves, but no fruit; a shadow, bi 
no substance ; they have a name to live, but ai 
dead. Rev. iii. 1 ; they cry, " The temple of tl 
Lord," when they regard not the Lord of the ten 
pie ; they content themselves with a bare nam 
without the nature of Christians; they draw nej 
to God with their mouths, and honour him wit 
their lips, but their heart is far from him, Mat 
xv, 8 ; all their hoVmess \s *\xv e^\,evw^U\ the 
regulate their words and ^cUoivs,W\.\Xv^V^"^\> 
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not restrained or purified ; the heat of their zeal 
appears chiefly, if not only, in their words, but 
the heart is cold enough ; they take up the easy, 
cheap, and safest part of duty, but the difficult, 
dangerous, or costly part they meddle not with ; 
they worship that God in public whom they 
regard not in the closet ; they do no religious 
duty without witness ; they are saints abroad 
and devils at home, and usually more dangerous 
when they appear like saints than when they 
show themselves in their true colours, and act 
the devil's part openly. 

But doubtless these are not the men whom 
God will accept, nor is this the service he re- 
quires ; he ^ Ms a Spirit, and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in truth,'' 
yea, " the Father seeketh such to worship him," 
John iv. 23, 24. He calls for the heart : " My 
son," saith he, ** give me thine heart," Pro v. 
xxiii. 26; not thy tongue, or hands, but the 
heart ; for if he have that, the rest will follow ; 
and till the heart be renewed and given to the 
Lord, he will accept of nothing that comes from 
us. ** Be not deceived," says the apostle, " God 
is not mocked," Gal. vi. 7 ; there are none can 
steal to heaven in a disguise, or without the 
ticket of holiness ; this is Christ's sheep-mark, and 
those, and those alone that have it, shall stand 
upon his right hand at judgment. When he 
comes to seek fruit and finds none, he will take 
up his axe ; he has long spared, and may for 
awhile spare the tree for the viue-dress^t'^ ^^^ks.^ 
but his patience will noVa\\«^'^^\'akS\.\V^Na^^'^' 
Pray not for this people, fox Vieve,^ ^^^ ^^^^ "^^ 



<' .'.". ^' 



forth ? If thou hast nothing but professioi 
mayest expect that Christ shall say to the 
the fruitless fig tree, ** Let no fruit grow o 
henceforward for ever," Matt. xxi. 19 ; or 
fruit be bad, it will not be long before th 
^ ••- /» cut down. Up then and be doing, that t 

:'T'/:,Js days may be thy best days, and thy bes 

• n ^' last. 

O my good God, though hypocrisy lo< 
me, let it not reign in me : give me truth 
inward parts, keep my heart sound in th] 
monies, and I shall be safe. 



. * 



. V 






X ! ^, A certain man had two sons; and he ca 

-; "V* the first, and said, Son, go work to-day 

vineyard. He answered and said, I will 
but afterward he repented, and went. A 
came to the second, and said likewise. A 
answered and said, I go, sir: and wen 
Matt. xxi. 28—30. 

They that were foolish took their lamps 
took no oil with them, Matt. xxv. 3. 

Thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 

goods, and have need of nothing; and \ 

est not that thou art vjielcYv^d, ^xvd mlse 

and poor, and blind, and uak^d, ^^n . \vv. 




XLIV. UPON A GREAT TREE TOSSED WITH 

THE WIND. 

When I observed some tall spreading trees 
stretching forth their branches on every side, but 
tossed and shaken with the wind and storms, 
whereas smaller shrubs and lesser trees were more 
free and secure, — I noticed that it often came to 
pass, that if these great trees bare any fruit, it 
was blown down before it came to maturity, and 
seldom came to good; nay, not only the fruit, 
but the leaves also were forced off by the violent 
gusts, and winds, and storms, and sometimes the 
boughs and branches also; yea, the tree itself 
was often torn down by the tempest, when those 
that were less and lower were more secure, and 
brought their fruit to maturity with less danger 
and hazard. This observation made me think 
that these trees fitly resembled great men, who 
seldom bring fruit to maturity, because they lie 
more open to temptations, and are more liable to 
dangers than others are. We may easily believe 
that the evil one is more watchful against their 
souls than those of others ; because they may do 
him more mischief. Hence it was, that Elymas 
the sorcerer sought to turn away Sergius Paulus 
the deputy from the faith, Acts xiiu 7^^» I.C 
great wen have but leaves, \)[ie^ "ax^ ^w\^^ '^^'^ 
the leaves' sake, and few of l\iem^Nex Vvci'^'^^^'^ 
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fruit to maturity ; yea, the leaves themselves, 
their very profession, are ofttimes borne down by 
the storm. 

This has given roe occasion sometimes to 
bless God that he has freed me from some of 
those temptations that others lie under, and 
given me Agur's petition, " neither poverty nor 
riches," but food convenient, Prov. xxx. 8, and 
kept me almost all my days in a suffering con- 
dition. I considered, I have the same nature as 
other men have, and had I but the same tempt- 
ations, I know not but I might have been as 
bad. I might, like that young man mentioned 
Matt. xix. 16 — 22, have parted with Christ for a 
trifle : had he possessed but a small estate, who 
knows but he might have proved a true convert ; 
he coveted heaven, but was displeased at the 
price of it. This occasioned Christ to tell usj 
how hard a thing it was for a rich man to be 
saved ; *' It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into 
the kingddih of God," ver. 24. All men would 
have the crown, but they love not the cross that 
leads to it; and he is rich indeed that thinks 
himself never the greater, or never the better for 
his wealth. O world, how hast thou deceived 
those that trust in thee, and how hast thou 
bought their profession out of their hands for a 
trifle : poor Spira was betrayed by thee, to the 
shipwreck of faith and a good conscience ; so 
were Judas, Demas, Ananias, and Sapphira, and a 
t/jousand more who knew xvoV \.V\^ ^o^th of the 
sou/, nor the vanity of the vjoM'. vVve.^ ^\ 
^o greedily after gold l\\at \\ve^ \o^V ^?<^^vi 
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and loved their sin Taaia than their souls ; but 
what good will it do them when they want a drop 
of water to cool their tongues ? Luke xvi. 24. 

O my soul, bless God who has freed thee 
from many temptations which others are overcome 
by. Covet not overmuch a prosperous condition, 
lest God give it thee for thy portion ; undervalue 
not thyself so much as to entertain so poor a 
suitor as the world is, when the Son of God 
offers himself to thee. Thou canst not buy this 
gold too dear, but the world thou mayest, and 
most do when they purchase it with their souls. 
Thou canst not overvalue this jewel, it is ten 
thousand times better than thou canst estimate it. 

O my God, give me Christ, and it sufficeth. I 
need no other portion, I desire no other happi~ 
uess ; let me have him at any rate. 



Seekest thou great things for thyself? seek 
them not, Jer. xlv. 5. 

Mind not high things, Rom. xii. 16. 

What things were gain to me, those I counted 
loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all 
things but loss for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord i for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, Phil. iii. 7, 8. 

They that will be rich fall into temptation and 
a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown men in destruction and perdition, 
1 Tim. vi. 9. 



XLV. — UPON A TREE GREEN ALL THE WI 

When I observed how green some trees ' 
the winter, and how flourishing even in t 
and snow, when others are left bare, an 
dead and withered ; and when I perceiv 
neither pinching frost nor blustering win 
ther storms nor tempests, neither summc 
nor scorching heat could make them wi 
cast their leaves, or change their green 
other colour, I began to think these tree 
resemble a Christian who has the life c 
within him, and is planted into that g 
vine, Christ, deriving sap and nourishme 
him. Such a Christian is green when otl 
fessors, who depend upon their own root 
and decay. He is one of the trees of rig 
ness described by the psalmist, which are 
by the rivers of water, and bring forth th 
in due season, and whose leaf also d< 
wither, Psa. i. 3. Job was one of these 
righteousness, green at all times, win 
summer. In his prosperity his leaf flou 
for God himself gives as ample a testir 
him as ever he did of mortal man ; ** Ha 
considered my servant Job, that there 
J/ke him in the earth, a perfect and an 
man, one that feareth God, ^wd. %?.^^\^^n 
'/ob i. 8. And when he v^^i^'m ^.^N^xix 
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retains his integrity ; "Till I die I will not re- 
move mine integrity from me. My righteousness 
I hold fast, and will not let it go : my heart 
shall not reproach me so long as I live/' Job 
xxvii. 5, 6. All his affliction could not make 
him lose one leaf. Joseph, when he was in pro- 
sperity, fears God ; and when in adversity, he fears 
him also ; when he was a bondslave in Potiphar's 
house, he resisted the temptations of his mistress, 
with this consideration, ** How can I do this 
great wickedness, and sin against God?" Gen. 
xxxix. 9; when he was wrongfully cast into 
prison, he keeps his integrity still, and after- 
wards, when he was advanced to honour, and be- 
came the second ruler in Egypt, he did not for- 
get his God, nor did God forget him. Not all the 
hot beams of prosperity, nor all the violent 
storms of adversity, could shake down any of his 
fruit, or stir any of his leaves. It is true, wicked 
men in their prosperity are said to be spreading 
themselves like a green bay tree ; but this denotes 
the prosperity of the body, not of the soul ; these 
leaves at death will drop as well as others, and 
their prosperity and happiness will draw to an 
end, and ail their enjoyment will be but as a thin 
mist before the wind. But '^ mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright: for the end of 
that man is peace," Psa. xxxvii. 37. ** I am," 
says the psalmist, " like a green olive tree in 
the house of God," Psa. Hi. 8, when those that 
trust not in the Lord shall be destroyed. It was 
not banishment that could separate David from 
the stock in which he was ip\?iw\.e^^ Xio^ xsv*^^"^^ 
fruit to fall or his leaves to ^^'^^n >X. ^"^ ^^ 
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affliction could make him lose his integrity, or 
kingdom make him forget his God. The appr 
hension of danger could not shake a leaf fro 
Daniel, or either of his three associates ; th< 
maintained their profession before the king ar 
his nobles in the sight of the fiery furnace ai 
the lions' den ; neither force nor fraud, fear n< 
favour, riches nor honour, preferments nor pr( 
motions, could make them start aside from the 
God, by omitting any known duty, or committii 
any known sin. Where there is no sap in t] 
root, the branches must needs wither ; but 
true Christian is always the same, whether on tl 
throne with David or on the dunghill with Jo 
in the dungeon with Jeremiah or in the stocl 
with Paul and Silas ; neither prosperity nor a< 
versity, friend nor foe, man nor devil, can sep 
rate him from Christ. 

O my soul, get life in the root, and thou wi 
hold out in the winter ; draw thy sap from Chris 
for nothing else will keep thee from withering/ 
preserve thy leaves from falling ; feed upon th 
bread of life, and the water of life, and the 
shalt never die ; thy garments then will be 8 
ways white, and thy head want no ointmec 
Eccl. ix. 8. Neither wind nor weather can hu 
thee, if thou be in this vine ; but if thou be nc 
though thou make ever so imposing a show 
summer, in winter thou wilt be stripped of all. 

O my God, let my heart be sound in thy st 
tutes ; let the root of the matter be in me ; taJ 
me off the stock of nature, and plant me in tl 
vine, Christ ; so shaU 1 Tve\ex VvVXv^x. 



XLVI. ON THE DECAY OF TREES FROM NEGLECT. 

Observing some trees which had formerly been 
fruitful beginning to decline, I observed and search- 
ed out more narrowly what the cause was, and I 
perceived it was not age that did it, but want of 
good husbandry ; so much had they been neglect- 
ed, that they required at once pruning, cleans- 
ing, manuring, and watering, and were pestered 
with weeds and other hurtful annoyances, which 
diverted the nourishment which should have fed 
and cherished them. When I had observed this, 
I applied the remedy accordingly. I caused the 
ground to be rid, and the trees to be pruned, 
cleansed, digged, and manured; and in process 
of time, the event answered my expectation, and 
the trees recovered their pristine beauty and 
goodness. 

The whole circumstances produced the fol- 
lowing meditation : I thought an orchard re- 
sembled the church of God, for so it is called ; 
" Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates," 
Cant. iv. 13. Now, as in an orchard, it is not 
enough that it be planted, and grafted, and that 
with the choicest fruit, but continual care is to 
be had of ordering, manuring, watering, and fenc- 
ing it ; so the church, God's plantation, will never 
thrive, if there are not labouTei^ \.o cxi^^v^^^*^- 
There must he some Pauls to pV^ivl, ^xv^ ^Q\sNfc\^^ 

p 
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ApolloB to water; some minUteis to manure, Bome 
to prune. And oli, how happy are the people who 
meet with such labourers, such as hare both will 
and skill to do good ! But God may complaia 
of many as he did of old : I sent them not, yet 
they run ; 1 spake not to them, yet they prophesy, 
Jer. x'lY. 14. There are, alas ! too many aeithei 
gifted nor qualified for the sacred office; toe 
many who are loiterers rather than labourers ; toe 
many who regard the wages more than the work 
and the fleece more than the flock : they wotilc 
have the profit without being either at pains O) 
cost ; but the Yineyard will never prosper undei 
such men's hands. 

In the Bible, many honourable titles an 

given to ministers, and all of them, It is wortl 

observing, denote diligence and duty, as wel 

as dignity. They are, for example, called tvatch 

men, Ezek. iii. 17, but too many are blind. In 

Ivi. 10, or if they see the enemy coming, the' 

give no warning to prepare. They are callei 

■ shepkerds, but too many feed themselves and no 

the flock. They are called liffhls, but too man 

walk in darkness, or hide their light under 

bushel ; or are like an ignis fatuus, which lead 

men out of the way, not in it. They are calle 

' " the salt of the earth." Matt. v. 13, yet to 

many have lost their savour. They are calle 

angels, but too many resemble evil angels in the 

lives and conversations. They are called build 

. ers, but what they build with the one hand, the 

pluck <iov'n with the oXhet; \ia."j, destroy whi 

others have built. The-j aveca.\\e4s\je.-NM6.%,\- 

//Ve as if they should nevei gwe actovvnX o^ -ij 
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stewardship. They are called husbandmen, but 
neither care to plant nor to sow, to water nor to 
manure. They are called vine-dressers, but take 
little pains in the vineyard ; they have the greatest 
charge in the world, and many take least care : 
a description of ministers of this sort you have in 
Isa. Ivi. 10 — 12. But Paul was not such a shep- 
herd ; for three years' space he ceased not, day 
nor night, but in public, and from house to house, 
he warned his hearers with tears, Acts xx. 31 ; 
and happy are those people that meet with la- 
bourers like-minded with him. 

O my soul, despise not the ministry, but honour 
them for their works' sake, especially those that 
labour in the word and doctrine, 1 Tim* v* 17 ; 
for those are worthy of double honour. In thy 
place and station, mind both the welfare of thy 
own soul and those about thee ; and let not the 
blood of souls be laid at thy door. 

O my God, forgive all my former neglects, 
and, for the future, though I be unprofitable, 
let me not be unfaithful. 



I will very gladly spend and be spent for you ; 
though the more abundantly I love you, the less 
I be loved, 2 Cor. xii. 15. 

Preach the word ; be instant in season, out of 
season ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long- 
suffering and doctrine, 2 Tim. iv. 2. 

Remember them which have the rule over you, 
who have spoken unto you the word of God : 
whose faith follow, considering the end of their 
conversation : Jesus CViral \!^^ «^\S!v& ^^'^«x.^^ii:\> 
and to-day, and for ever, 'AOo.>a\\.'^ >'^- 



XLVII. — UPON PROMISING TREES AFTERWARDS 4 

BLASTED. 

In an early spring, when there was great like- 
lihood of much fruit, when the trees were richly 
beautified with plenty of buds and blossoms, and 
there was great expectation of a plentiful year of 
fruit ; behold ! in a moment, all our hopes were 
dashed, and the trees were suddenly blasted with 
lightning, or a storm, and so those that just 
before were in the height of their pride and glory 
were now made barren, and the very leaves as 
well as blossoms scorched ! This sudden Divine 
providence shows to us the power of God in 
disposing of our outward enjoyments ; for as he 
does for his people's sin and abuse of his mercies 
threaten to take away his corn in the time 
thereof, and his wine in the season thereof, and 
recover his wool and his flax, which he had given 
to cover their nakedness, Hos. ii. 9 ; so hath 
he power to take away other fruits of the field, 
and to frustrate the hopes of the husbandman ; 
for the power to give and to take away he has 
reserved in his own hands. Accordingly this 
providence, dark as it seemed, yielded me some 
light and taught me this profitable lesson, not to 
put overmuch confidence in any earthly enjoy- 
ment how promising soever, nor to call any thing 
my own before I have it in my possession, nor 
depend upon it too much then, for there is un- 
certainty and vanity written upon all these out- 
ward things: they are like 3ona\\'s. ^oui^^Uveh 
g-reiv up in a night, and peiViVied m ^ tvv^V\ 
W Jiave a worm bred in them l\\^V tcv^xv^ Xahv^^ 
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jats out their very hearts. When God blows upon 
my earthly enjoyment, it often vanishes away 
md comes to nothing; " Ye have sown much, 
md bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not 
enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with 
irink ; ye clothe you, but there is none warm ; 
ind he that eameth wages earneth wages to put 
it into a bag with holes.— -Ye looked for much, 
stnd, lo, it came to little ; and when ye brought 
it home, I did blow upon it," Hag. i. 6, 9. 

Oh how much would it conduce to our happi- 
ness, to set a light esteem upon these so transi- 
tory, so fading enjoyments, and to resign up our 
wills to God's will in all things ; then should we 
never be frustrated in our expectations or disap- 
pointed in our hopes, and what is best for us 
would surely come to pass : but when we expect 
great matters, and they fall short of our expect- 
ation, then we are apt to be cast down, and our 
hearts despond ; but if we expect little, we shall 
not be much troubled if it prove but little. 
** Wilt thou set thine eyes," saith Solomon, 
** upon that which is not ? for riches certainly 
make themselves wings and fly away," Prov. 
xxiii. 5. The same day, for aught we know, 
found Job the richest man in all the east, and 
left him poor even to a proverb. ** I have 
seen," says the psalmist, •* the wicked in great 
power, and spreading himself like a green bay 
tree. Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not : 
yea, I sought him, but he could not be found," 
Psa. xxxvii. 35, 36. 

How oft may we see, Vn o\i\ >A\ssftak^ '^^•i^. ^».- 
nilies rooted out I GoA\Ao\j% wyiw ^«K^n '^ 
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they wither, their great estates dwindle into 
nothing, and that by an insensible hand of God, 
when no man can give an account or reason of 
it. Many who appeared likely to thrive and 
grow rich in the world, we have seen suddenly 
come to nothing. Many again there are who 
have had promising parts, great natural gifts and 
endowments, and to whom God had lent many 
talents ; but they not improving them, Grod 
has called them in and given them to those whc 
would better employ them. It is no uncommon 
thing to observe a wane and decay of God's gifts 
in those that use them not; their abilities fail 
apace when once they begin to fail, till At last God 
lays them aside as broken vessels, and causes 
them to be forgotten, <' as a dead man out of mind/ 
Psa. xxxi. 12 ; till finally, as unprofitable and un- 
faithful servants, they are cast into outer dark- 
ness, Matt. viii. 12. Many, in our times also, 
there are who have had seeming grace, and like 
the glow-worm made a great show in a dark 
night ; yet has their light been ultimately extin- 
guished, and their lamps gone out for lack of oil 
O my soul, promise not thyself great things 
in the world, neither content thyself with smsdl 
things for eternity ; be as earnest for grace as 
others are for gold, and make as sure for heaven 
as otliers do for the world. If thou wilt plant 
let it be in a better soil, then may est thou expect 
a better increase; neither wind nor sun, frost 
nor snow, thunder nor lightning, can blast or nij 
the lowers of paradise. 
Lordy take off my aWeclvoTv^ ^lom N?cv^ >Nt^^^ 

a«c? set them upon Cbr\st\ X-Wtv ^Vo\\\ w^n^\ 

^^^ppointed of ray hopes. 



XL VIII. — UPOM FRUIT LZFT OK THE TREES AFTER 

SHAKISG. 

In the autumn, when the fruit became ripe and 
was gathered in, yet I beheld here and there an 
apple, plum, or other fruit still remaining on the 
trees, which adhered to its stem, notwithstand- 
ing all the force and violence that had been 
u^d in shaking ; but these were only a few, and 
those commonly the soundest and most durable. 
This brought to my mind the command of God 
in the time of the law. Lev. xix. 9, 10 ; xxiii. 22 ; 
Deut. xxiv. 19, where God commands the Jews, 
when they reaped their fields, to leave some of 
the comers thereof standing, and not to gather 
up the gleanings, but to leave them for the poor, 
and when they shook their olives and other 
fruit trees, to leave some clusters remaining, and 
not to gather all the fruit ; that so it might be 
for the poor and needy of the land, and for the 
stranger for meat. We see how the great Hus- 
bandman and chief Proprietor of wealth acts in 
his distribution of it ; how he takes caire of the poor 
that they should be fed ; and has appointed where 
they shall have their meat, and commanded his 
stewards to give it them in due season : he would 
have the full cups of the rich to overflow into 
their empty dishes : those tWx. fefc"^ ^<^ \^^x '^i^- 
teitain Christ himself at iVvevt \»\Jv'^ ^^ ^ <^^\'^^^•- 
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1 observed also how little this command of Grod 
was observed by many in our days ; how little 
tliey respect his will, and make good this condi- 
tion, in the grant they have of all they enjoy: 
thoup;h we receive all from God, and that with this 
proviso, that the poor shall have their part and 
their share out of it, yet often he that gives all 
and requires but a little, cannot have it; yea, 
though he would borrow a little of his own, he ifl 
ofttimcs denied it; though he promises to repay it, 
vca, to repay it an hundred-fold, yet he cannot be 
heard. He has said, '* He that giveth unto the 
poor shall not lack : but he that hideth his ey« 
shall have many a curse,'' Prov. xxviii. 27; 
curses both from God and man : yet few believ< 
that giving to the poor is the way to get wealth 
God shows them many an altar, but they hav< 
no sacrifice ready ; but he that " stoppeth hi' 
oars at the cry of the poor, shall also cry him 
self, but shall not be heard,'' Prov. xxi. 13. 
is not getting but giving is the true way 
wealth. Chrysostom says, ** Alms is the m( 
jrainful art.'* ** He shall have judgment wi 
out mercy, that hath showed no mercy," Jai 
ii. 13 ; but *^ he that hath pity upon the r 
londv ;h unto the Lord ; and that which he f 
jrivon will he pay him again," Prov. xix. 
Uonofactions to the indigent God accepts 
pt\ to himself, nay, as a loan, and gives f 
rity for it, so to speak, under his hand : 
those that now will not take God's word, 
after God will not take theirs. He will r 
^n account of theit s\ev.?iT<?^^\\\\», ^xx^ii ^x 

it l-alenis to \Vio5^ >n\vo wWX Vtv\c\ 
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them, and assign them a reward with the unpro- 
fitable servant, Matt. xxv. 28, 30 ; then when 
too late, their eyes will be opened to see their 
folly. 

The consideration also of this little quantity of 
(iruit left upon tlie trees after the shaking, made 
me think it presented an image of the godly, 
who stand fast, aad remain firm after all the 
shakings that they meet with; when others, 
frost-bitten by affliction, or tossed by persecu- 
tion, fall as leaves before the wind in autumn. 
Many are the professors in a sun-shiny day, 
but few can abide in a storm. "Though the 
number of the children of Israel be as the sand of 
the sea, a remnant shall be saved," Rom. ix.27. 
" All are not Israel, which are of Israel, ver. 6. 
These are compared to the gleaning of the grapes 
after the vintage; here and there one, few in 
comparison : or to the shaking of the olive tree, 
where two or thrtee berries ate left in the top of 
the utmost boughs, and four or five in the outmost 
branch, one of a tribe, and two of a family, Isa. 
xvii. 6, Many shakings the church has already 
had, and much unripe fruit is fallen; and when 
stronger winds arise, we may imagine much more 
will fall ; but in the last shaking, when Christ 
shall come " like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' 
soap," Mai. iii. 2, all that is unsound at heart 
will be discovered; then the sinners in Zion shall 
he afraid, fearfulness shall surprise the hearts of 
the hypocrites, Isa. xxxiii. 14. 

my soul, take heed of being blown down -, 
na^, take heed of being \mwi>i'wi,%« ■&«.-^,'^'^ 
assured// thou wilt. It \a\»&ttaiX»'^*^'^'^'^^*' 
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in such company ; and better go to heaven ak 
than 'to hell with company ; to stand against t 
storm than to be blown down with the wic 
Improve thy talents to God's glory, and he v 
never let thee fall. 

O my God, let no sun of persecution wid 
me, nor any boisterous storm bear me down. 



Blessed is he that considereth the poor : t 
Lord will deliver him in time of trouble, Pi 
xli. 1. 

He that hath mercy on the poor, happy is 1 
Prov. xiv. 21. 

For ye know the grace of our Lord Jes 
Christ, that, though he be rich, yet for your sal 
he became poor, that ye 'through his povei 
might be rich, 2 Cor. viii. 9. 

For, lo, I will command, and I will sift t 
house of Israel among all nations, like as corn 
sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain i 
upon the earth, Amos ix. 9. 

Other foundation can no man lay than that 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any m 
build upon this foundation gold, silver, precio 
stones, wood, hay, stubble ; every man's wc 
shall be made manifest : for the day shall dech 
it, because it shall be revealed by fire ; and t 
fire shall try every man's work of what sort it 
1 Cor. iii. 11—13. 



XLIX. — UPON THE MANY ENEMIES WHICH FRUIT 



When I considered how many enemies fruit 
trees meet with, and the incumbrances which 
ofttimes injure and spoil their fruit, I wondered 
that any brought forth fruit to maturity. For 
sometimes they are planted in a dry soil, and 
then no wonder if they prosper not ; sometimes 
m a too moist one, and then are they poisoned 
and rendered barren ; sometimes in one too rich, 
and then they grow too luxuriantly; often they 
are barren for want of sufficient sap; sometimes 
for want of good husbandry, they are troubled 
with suckers, which draw the sap to themselves 
and rob the tree, and the whole tree by this means 
is rendered unfruitful ; sometimes they are cum- 
bered with moss and other obstructions, to their 
no little damage ; sometimes they are molested 
by worms, ants, and such like insects; sometimes 
the winter proves unseasonable, and the spring 
unfavourable, so that they never bloom ; and 
lometimes, when they have blossomed, and give 
good ground of hopes, yet in a moment all 
our hopes are dashed, and they are suddenly 
nipped with the frost, or blasted with lightning, 
or the east winds; sometimes thej are wn.- 
dered unfruitful by ooeiroatfci 6.tc»'^\., "ssi^ 
sometimes by too mucb ■weV, feT XwiOo. ■w^-'l ^ 
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injurious to the tree and to the fruit. If they 
escape these dangers, and are laden with fruit, 
much of it is often consumed by wasps, hor- 
nets, and other insects; yea, sometimes not 
only the fruit, but also the leaves are eaten by 
locusts, caterpillars, and other worms; some- 
times, for waVit of fence, they are undermined, 
and spoiled by swine or cattle breaking in ; and 
oftentimes the unripe fruit is borne down by a 
mighty rushing wind ; as it is said, " And the 
stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig 
tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken 
of a mighty wind," Rev. vi. 13. And even, if they 
escape all these accidents, many prove barren, 
and many bring forth fruit which is sour, bitter, 
or unsavoury, and very little fruit that is really 
good is gathered. 

The consideration of this made me compare 
the children of men to these trees of the field, 
and to inquire what is the reason so few bring 
forth fruit to maturity. Many are planted in the 
dry desert heath, where they see not when good 
comes ; they never hear of our blessed Saviour, 
or are privileged to listen to one gospel sermon, 
and these are not likely to bring forth good 
fruit. Many of those who live within the pale 
of tlie church are not much better : it is true, 
the seed is sown amongst them, but much of it 
falls by the wayside, and the fowls of the air pick 
it up, Matt. xiii. 4, the devil steals it out of their 
hearts ; some of it falls among stones, where it 
has no root, so that though received with joy, 
and though it springs \ip suddetvVj, ^^\.^N^xi\.vft>s&, 
root^ it must needs wit\ieT; sovcv^ ^^\^ ^ckvwv'^ 
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thorns, and is choked ; these, saith Christ, are 
the cares of the world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, ver. 22 ; and but a little falls into good 
ground, and that undergoes a thousand dangers 
ere it comes to maturity : sometimes it is parched 
with the sun of prosperity, and sometimes nipped 
with the frost of adversity; the devil's tempta- 
tions, and the world's allurements, often spoil the 
fruit ; sometimes it withers for want of the dew 
of heaven to refresh it; sometimes it is over- 
whelmed with the floods of affliction. A thou- 
sand, and ten thousand are the dangers this seed 
of grace undergoes before it comes to maturity. 

O my soul, hast thou many enemies? Christ 
himself had not a few. Live uprightly toward 
man, holily towards God. Bring forth much 
fruit to God, and doubtless he will wall thee in 
and defend thee. 

O my God, mine enemies are many and 
subtle, powerful and malicious; be thou my 
defender, and let my fruit be pleasant to thy 
taste, and sweet to thy smell. 



We must through much tribulation enter into 
the kingdom of God, Acts xiv. 22. 

We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spi- 
ritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore 
take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to withstand in the evil da^^ ^w.^ 
having" done all, to stand, EpYi. V\, \*X, Vi. 



Q 



J.. — THE WORLD IS NOT A RESTING PLACE. 

When I had become tired with studies aoc 
other employments, and found myself recreatec 
in my garden among the various delights whicl 
there offered themselves to my senses, and un 
bent the bow that was beginning to grow weak ; 
after passing my time for a season in this society 
at last night approached, and my pleasure 
began to vanish. The birds which before de- 
lighted my ears with their melodious harmon) 
were now gone to rest, and those herbs and 
flowers which before delighted my senses bad 
now disappeared ; their various colours, forms^ 
and shapes, could no longer be distinguished, but 
were all dyed in one sable colour, and I was lef^ 
alone. The cold air began to pierce me, and 
only bats and owls, those birds of the night, 
were my companions. This made me to con- 
sider how unpleasant this place of delights, the 
greatest recreation I had in the world for my 
body, would be to me at this time, had I no 
other habitation, and how unwelcome a night in 
it would be to me. Here I was exposed to wind 
and weather, liable to be wet with the dew oi 
heaven, and to have, with Jacob, a stone for my 
pillow. I considered now, though I too often 
forgot it, the great goodness o^ <ao^ \» live just 
and to the unjust, to cause \vv& «vivi vo ^\\i^>K^ 
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them ; one sun makes a day, but tlie moon and 
all the stars make but a night; and what a 
mercy is it then, when the Sun of righteousness 
arises with healing in his wings ! Mai. iv. 2. 
This raised my meditation a little higher, and I 
thought with myself, If this garden, this place of 
delights, be no comfortable abiding place for the 
body ; surely then the world is no resting place for 
the soul. Here in the day-time of life man may 
take some delight, but " the night cometh, when 
no man can work," John ix. 4 ; and when all 
these things shall vanish, I must seek out for 
some better shelter, some better lodging, some 
better resting place for my soul. When death 
comes, and the sun of life is set upon me, all 
present delightful objects will be gone, they will 
forsake me, and hide their heads, and yield no 
delight, comfort, or refreshment; crowns and 
kingdoms, dirt and diamonds, will then be valued 
alike; these outward things can afford neither 
food nor medicine, neither lodging nor enter- 
tainment, neither pleasures nor profit, to the 
weary soul; these earthly tabernacles ere long 
will be dissolved, and these houses of clay, will 
moulder into dust, 2 Cor. v. 1 ; and what shall 
we then do, if we are no better provided? The 
soul here wears the body as a garment, which 
when it is worn out, the saints shall have a bet- 
ter suit, they shall be clothed with the Lord Jesus 
Christ; and assurance of God's love may well 
make such willing to die. But oh, the blindness, 
madness, and stupidity of man, whose care is to 
load himself with thick cVa^ y ^xA \xi \.^^ ^•?^^ 
what he shall eat, or v?Yi«l1 Yve ^\v^ ^w^k^, ^ 
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wherewithal he shall be clothed, (Hab. ii. 6; 
Matt. vi. 31,) and makes no provision for the 
soul, but depends upon that for comfort which 
can do no good when good is needed. He can 
provide in the day for the night, in the summer 
for the winter, on the market-day for the whcte * 
week, and at a fair for the whole year, and yel 
make no provision in life for death, or in time 
for eternity. 

O my soul, how fares it with thee, or what 
preparation hast thou made ? Long it cannot be 
before night comes, where then will be thy lodg- 
ing ? The earth then will be to thee as the waters 
to Noah's dove, thou wilt find no rest here for the 
sole of thy foot ; it is in heaven only that the 
weary are at rest. Job iii. 17. 

O my God, enable me to clear up my interest 
in Christ, who is the only sanctuary for a trou- 
bled soul. 



Arise ye, and depart ; for this is not your rest : 
because it is polluted, Micah ii. 10. 

Here have we no continuing city, but we seek 
one to come, Heb. xiii. 14. 

For our conversation is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ : who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he is 
able even to subdue all things unto himself, Phil. 
iii. 20,21. 
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